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Lesson for January 30 in this Issue 


Lesson 5.—The Christian Overcoming ‘Temptation. 
Luke 4:1-13; 1 Corinthians 10:12, 13. 
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OOD advertising not only tells you how known 
needs may be met, but-it often reveals hitherto 

unfelt needs. In your church and Sunday-school 
work you Cannot afford to miss such reminders as are 
constantly appearing in the advertising columns of 
The Sunday School Times. 














Trusting His Promise to Cleanse 
By Sarah E. Loucks 


If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to for- 
give us our sins, and to cleanse-us from all un- 
righteousness.—1 John 1: 9, 


O FATHER, keep me from that sin 
I so deplore 

Of adding to past guilt this more, 
Brooding o’er wrong I’ve done before. 


Lest I to vain regret within 
Become a prey, 

Forbid that truant thought should stay 
On failure of my yesterday. : 


Help me confess ; anew begin 
With buoyant heart; 

Trust Tee that Thou hast cleansed; Thy part 
Hast done, O Thou who faithful art. 
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David Baron 


A throb of sorrow went round the world with 
the news of the death of David Baron, on October 28 
last. . What countiess numbers of persons today, on 
earth and in Heaven, have enriched spiritual lives be- 
cause of this man! He was for many fruitful years 
Director of the Hebrew Christian Testimony to Is- 
rael, of Great Britain. He was twice a child of Abra- 
ham, — an Israelite “according to the flesh,” and ac- 
cording to the faith, One thinks of David Baron 
when reading Paul’s inspired words: “For they are 
not all Israel, which are of Israel: neither, because 
they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: 
but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called. That is, They 
which are the children in the flesh, these are not the 
children of God: but the children of the promise are 
counted for the seed” (Rom, 9:6-8). And again: 
“Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted 
to him for righteousness. Know ye therefore that 
they which are of faith, the same are the children 
of Abraham” (Gal. 3:6, 7). David Baron is a true 
Israelite, called in Isaac, one of the children of prom- 
ise, a child of Abraham by faith in Christ the Messiah 
and Saviour. It used to be said of him: that he made 
one think of the apostle John, and it was blessedly 
true. A man of great learning, profound insight into 
the Scriptures, real scholarship, and. executive ability 
as the human head of a great mission, he was one of 
the’-gentlest, humblest, most loving children of God 
in our generation. Earth is poorer, and Heaven is 
richer, by his going. But he will come back to this 
earth again, “for if we believe that- Jesus died and 


rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will 
God bring with Him” (1 Thess. 4:14). David Baron 
was a five-talent servant; he invested his five talents 
with sacrificial devotion; and can we not hear his 
Lord saying unto him: ~ “Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord’? 
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Narrowness and Breadth 


God wants us to be narrow and broad at the same 
time. It is a real encouragement to The Sunday School 
Times, therefore, to receive a hearty word from one 
of the faithful European Christians whose ministry 
is valued in the Belgian Gospel Mission, and who 
writes: “I am exceedingly happy to see you engaged 
in the great battle for the faith; The Sunday School 
Times seems to me to be always so faithful in defend- 
ing the Holy Scriptures, and in spite of its strict faith- 
fulness is sufficiently ‘narrow’ not to accept any com- 
promise with error, and sufficiently ‘large’ to accept all 
phases of the truth.” The Times is grateful for this 
word, and covets the prayers of its readers that it may 
be more deserving of this encouragement. Meantime 
let us remember the words of our Lord. “Narrow is 
the way,” he said, “which leadeth unto life’; and 
again: “When he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will 
guide you into all truth.” If we are willing to be 
“narrow” enough, we may count on God’s “all.” =. 
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Fatal Philosophy 


All philosophy except God’s is fatal. It should 
not surprise us, therefore, that philosophy and suicide 
so often go together. Pastor Antomarchi, one of the 
evangelists of the Belgian Gospel Mission, told last 
summer in The Sunday School Times how, as a young 
man, his study of the philosopher Schopenhauer 
brought him to such despair that he determined upon 
suicide. He was saved at a Gospel meeting of the 
Salvation Army; not all are so fortunate. On the day 
after New Year’s, this year, an American college stu- 
dent committed suicide, according to the Associated 
Press, and left a letter “saying that it was his con- 
clusion that life was pointless and futile.” -He was 
only sixteen years old, a sophomore at the University 
of Rochester, of whom the Dean said that he was an 


A Cornbelt 


CORNBELT farmer lay in his bed listening 

with dismay to the roar of the midnight temp- 

est. Corn husking was just fairly begun, and 
conditions had been ideal,—a ‘bumper crop, the stalks 
standing erect, the fields dry and firm. And now 
had come the dreaded.storm. Only one who has bent 
his back over miles of “down” corn can understand 
what havoc a tempest of wind and rain can work at 
such a time. Under ideal conditions it requires at 
least three distinct motions to shuck each ear and toss 
it into the wagon. One hundred ears to the bushel, 
fifty bushels to the load, two loads a day call for 30,- 
0GO motions of the hand alone, when nothing hinders. 
Conceive of the extra energy required when the stalks 
are broken, beaten down and tangled, of the loss when 
the rain continues and the corn molds and rots, and 
one may understand why the farmer felt like stretch- 
ing out his tired arms ina gesture as futilé as that of 
King Canute and bidding the furious elements to stay 
their. disastrous onslaught. _ 

_But even as he listened to the howl of the storm, 
his mental vision shifted to other and greater harvests 
going’ down as surely to a loss that must be eternal. 
There flashed before his mind the map of a vast con- 
tinent where great solid patches of black at the North 
stand for the conquests of Islam, and rows of sin- 
ister black dots indicate how the line is creeping down 
while the. scattered; meagerly manned garrisons of 
Christ are fighting desperately to hold them back. He 
saw an island empire -wide open to western civilization 
and all the dangers of an iron-hearted industrialism 
where the forces of Christ have done their best, but 


extraordinarily brilliant student. The press dispatch 
states that “in the letter the youth described the men- 
tal turmoil which resulted when he realized in 1924, 
after wide reading in philosophy, that suicide was the 
only way out.” Philosophy is man’s attempt to ex- 
plain life. No man can do it. God has done it, fully, 
perfectiy, finally, in his Word: the revelation that con- 
stitutes the unique, all-sufficient Book the Bible. Men 
reject God’s Word, formulate their own theories, and 
go down to eternal death. When at the center of the 
world’s culture, Athens, Paul preached “Jesus and 
the resurrection,” “certain philosophers ... said, What 
will this babbler say?” Yet God tells us plainly that 
“Christ crucified,’ which is the only true philcsophy, 
is “unto the Greeks foolishness,” but is “the power: of 
God, and the wisdom of God.” In Christ alone “are 
hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 
2:3). And so the Word pleads with us today, as 
always: “Beware lest any man spoil you [make spoil 
of you] through philosophy and vain deceit.” To re- 
ject God’s Word and accept human philosophy is to 
reject food and take poison, reject life for death, re- 
ject Heaven for hell, 
a“ 


The Jews and the World 


Without the Jews the world would be lost. That 
is God’s plan, and it cannot fail; all other plans are 
foredoomed to failure. ‘Those who do not know the 
Bible often speak of the Jews as having a narrow or 
selfish idea of their religion. . Modernists and Higher 
Critics tell us that Israel, particularly in her earlier 
history, thought of Jehovah only as a tribal god, for 
Israel alone. There is no such teaching in the Scrip- 
tures. When Simeon, who knew that he should see 
the Christ before he died, met Mary and Joseph and 
the Babe Jesus in the temple, he praised God that his 
eyes had now “seen thy salvation, which thou hast 
— before the face of all people; a light to 
ighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel” 
(Luke 2: 30-32). There was no tribal or selfish re- 
ligion in this, and it went straight back more than 
two thousand years to God’s original covenant with 
Abram, when said: “In thee shall all families of 
the earth be blessed” (Gen. 12:3). Do we praise and 
pray as we should for the Jews? “Now if. the fall 
of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing 
of them the riches of the Gentiles; how much more 
their fulness?” (Rom, 11: 12.) 


Commission 


still are pitifully few. He heard the voices of am- 
bassadors from the hill tribes of India pleading for 
laborers to come and gather the ripened grain. He saw 
China with her millions of gentle, lovable, peace-loving 
folk trampled down by the war-lords and her rich 
natural resources exploited by the money-lords. He 
thought how it is nearly two thousand years since the 
Lord of the harvest pronounced the world-fields white 
to the reaping, and bade his followers pray for har- 
vest hands. And the farmer.said to himself, “What 
must my Master have felt all the long years while the 
great body of us have dallied and slumbered as the 
tempests of sin and greed and despair have beaten 
down the standing grain?” 

For years many of Christ’s faithful ones have been 
praying for a sweeping, world-wide revival. Several 
prominent denominations have agreed for the current 
six months to lay aside every other consideration and 
to give their whole energy to a campaign for evan- 
gelism. Will the movement prove only another “drive,” 
or the beginning of an epoch-making ingathering? 

At a recent state convention of pastors and lay- 
workers in a midwestern city a speaker from the 
East whose ministry has been blessed with a multi- 
tude of conversions startled his hearers by bidding 
them, instead of waiting to pray down a revival, to 
go to work and have one. Did one not know the 
speaker as a Spirit-filled man of prayer, one might 
feel inclined to join in the aggrieved protest that was 
voiced in the discussion that followed. While the 
speaker should perhaps have been more explicit, he 
evidently wished to jar his audience into a recogni- 
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tion of this situation, God’s part in a great ingather- 
ing of saved souls has long since been fulfilled. Atone- 
ment has been made, ‘lhe Christian army has been 
commissioned, The tarrying at Jerusalem has been 
accomplished. The Spirit has descended. As the 
speaker said, the one prayer that the Lord Jesus en- 
joined in connection with evangelism was for laborers, 
The work must be hand labor. Even at Pentecost, 
personal evangelism apparently preceded Peter’s great 
sermon, 

Many whose recollection reaches back only as far as 
the beginning gf the present century can recall how 
when a church or a community was entering upon a 
revival campaign there was often a period of anxious 
waiting for the manifestation of the Spirit’s presence. 
Sometimes, as the people sang 


O Lord, send the power just now, 
And baptize every one, 


there was, at least in some young hearts, a sense of 
hushed expectancy, a feeling that there should come 
some visible sign, or perhaps a sound as of a rushing 
mighty wind. Have we not now, with our machinery 
of commissions and committees and sub-committees, 
swung as far to the other extreme? 

Would that the whole church might rouse to the 
fact that we are living today in the fourth and last 
great circle of witnessing service that the risen Lord 
indicated to his servants just before the cloud re- 
ceived him out of their sight! Have we here in Amer- 
ica thought of the witnessing to ‘the uttermost parts 
of the earth as a remote, special service for a few 
foreign missionaries? Let us take our compass and 
draw the circles: Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, the 
Uttermost Part. Do not our hearts burn within us as 
we see that America forms so vast a portion of that 
very “uttermost part’? Or if we still feel that the 

reat outer circle must mean India and China and the 
islands of the sea, let us lift up our eyes to the stranger 
within our gates and thrill to the thought that the 
rolling of the years has brought millions from those 





Was Jonah Raised from the Dead? 


£ enclose a clipping from The (Toronto) Globe of De- 
cember 8, 1926. Some university professors do not be- 
lieve in the historicity of the Book of Jonah, hence the 
article. 

I have taken The Sunday School Times for many 
years and consider it a real defender of the faith—An 
Ontario Reader. 


The clipping from The Globe, sent by this reader, 
is from its department “Voice of the People” and is 
a letter from a university professor denying the au- 
thenticity of an incident that was told by one of the 
speakers at the Fundamentals Convention held in To- 
ronto last April. The story has been published or told 
in conventions many times, and alleges that in 1895 a 
sailor was swallowed by a whale, and when the great 
fish was captured and cut open, thirty-six hours later, 
the sailor was found unconscious but alive. 


The writer in The Globe recognizes that the Funda-: 


inentalist speaker who told the story had “respectable 
authority for his statement,” as it is found in Hast- 
ings’ Dictionary of the Bible, and was given in The 
Expository Times (England) of August, 1906; but 
impressive statements of fact are now brought for- 
ward to show that the story is not true. 

One can readily believe that the alleged incident of 
1895 may not have been true, but only “a great sea 
yarn,” as claimed. Our faith in God’s Word does 
not depend upon the occurrence of similar incidents 
today. God wrought certain great miracles at crisis- 
times in the history of the world, for his eown sov- 
ereign purposes. There were lapses of time, sometimes 


of many centuries, in Bible ages as well as in modern - 


times when ro such miracles occur. But God’s Word 
is always true. It authenticates itself to one who really 
believes God in unseeing faith and in full yielding 
of the life to God. 

One great fact in connection with the supernatural 
experience of Jonah, as recorded in the Word, is com- 
monly overlooked even by believing students of the 
Bible. It is this: that not only was Jonah swallowed 
by a great fish, prepared and provided by the Lord 
for this purpose, and not only did Jonah come out 
alive from the fish three days later, but Jonah actually 
died while his body was in the fish. It was a double 
miracle. Jonah was not only a type of the resurrection 
of Christ, but thimself had a resurrection experience, 
dying and being brought back to life again. 

A number of letters have been published on this 
interesting subject in The Globe, recently, and one of 
the correspondents has brought eout the Scriptural 
truth clearly. Parts of twoeof his letters are given 
here, for they are well worthy of careful study: 

The Book of Jonah appears to be the cause of much 

controversy among certain sections of the Christian 

body, but why guch should be the case it is somewhat 
difficult to understand. 
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great unexplored “regions beyond” within the very 
reach of our hand, It would seem that while we have 
stood hesitant upon the shore, too timid to cross to 
them, the tide has swept them in upon us in over- 
whelming numbers. There have been 34,000,000 men, 
women, and children from other. lands admitted to our 
shores within a century, 430,000 of them during the 
year ending June 30, 1920! Nota city, hardly a town 


‘or viliage even in the middle west,’ but has today its 


problems of assimilation and Americanization. And as 
for the farflung worid fields, no need today to pray 
for doors to be opened. Doors great and ettectual are 
opened everywhere; the rich ripened grain is shatter- 
ing out; the great crying need everywhere is for 
laborers. Who that has once felt the Spirit of the 
highest can forbear to rise quickly and put in his 
sickle? The urge is the same whether it be to wit- 
ness where the unevangelized masses are clamoring to 
hear the Word, or where the tares of false culture 
and man-made civilization have had their way. 
During recent years have we not heard so much 
about the growing apathy of the church and the un- 
responsiveness of the unsaved that most of us have 
sunk back into a hopeless, inert acceptance of the pre- 
vailing condition, ceasing either to attempt great things 
for God or to expect great things from him? The 
veteran pastor of a church where conversions are a 
weekly occurrence was recently asked if he did not find 
today a great apathy on the part of the unsaved. “On 
the contrary,” he replied, “I have never found men 
more readily responsive.” Then he uttered a grave 
warning against attempting, as some city house-to- 
house canvassers have done, to enlist people for mere 
church membership. “The church,” he said, “is al- 
ready cumbered with too many withered branches.” 
Laborers of Christ, arise! The night cometh. Let 
us make haste to put in the sickle. Perhaps this is 
the last ‘great call to garner the sheaves before the 
Lord of the harvest cometh and reckoneth with his 
servants. What joy if his sudden appearing find ‘in 


your hand or mine the last handful to be gleaned! 





It seems to be commonly believed that Jonah was alive 
during the three days and three nights when his body 
was within the whale, but, according to his own story, 
such was not the fact. He distinctly states in chapter 
2:2: “I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the 
Lord, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell [or Sheol] 
cried I, and thou heardest my voice.” 


The Hebrew “Sheol” (Greek, “Hades”) is the 
place of departed spirits, and, since Jonah called upon 
the Lord from thence, it follows that he had passed 
through the gates of death. His body, of course, re- 
mained within the whale, but his soul had passed into 
Sheol. In verse 4 he clearly shows this to have been 
the fact: “I went down to the bottoms of the moun- 
tains; the earth with her bars was about me for ever: 
yet hast thou brought up my life from corruption, O 
Lord my God.” 


Jonah was miraculously raised from the dead; not pre- 
served alive in the body as many suppose. He, there- 
fore, typified exactly our Lord’s death and resurrec- 
tion. ... 


Judging from his reply to my recent letter, it would 
appear’ that Mr, —~, like many others, has failed to 
note that Jonah prayed to God on two separate occa- 
sions, and from different places; yet these facts are 
stated in clear language in Jonah <::, 2: “Then Jonah 
prayed unto the Lord his God out of the fish’s belly, 
and said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the 
Lord, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell [or Sheol] 
cried I, and thou heardest my voice.” 


Jonah’s first prayer was uttered in Sheol, at a time 
when his body was being tossed hither and thither by 
the raging billows; his second, in which he stated, “Yet 
hast thou brought up my life from corruption [the pit],” 
was spoken in the belly of the whale, after his body and 
soul had been reunited. Since Jonah was still in the 
fish’s belly, the statement just quoted can only refer to 
the bringing up of his life or soul, from Sheol. .. - 

When we clearly recognize that Jonah prayed on two 
separate occasions, and when we study carefully the 
words uttered by him on each occasion, there would ap- 
pear to be little cause for the wordy warfare now 
waged concerning the genuineness of Jonah’s book. That 
warfare is largely due to the failure of the contending 
Parties to realize just what happened to the prophet; 
and the conclusions of both are therefore apparently 
based on erroneous premises. Since the Scriptures tell 
us of various individuals who were raised from the dead, 
there does not seem to be any particular reason why the 
resurrection of Jonah should be regarded as an impos- 

* sibility. 


This correspondent is right in calling attention to 
the two different prayers of Jonah recorded in his sec- 
ond chapter: prayers that he offered at different times, 
and from different places so far as his spirit was con- 
cerned. 

The first verse tells us: “Jonah prayed unto the 
Lord his God out of the fish’s belly.” 

The second verse says that in that prayer he “said, 
I cried’ by reason of mine affliction unto the Lord, 
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and he heard me; out of the belly of hell [or Sheol} 
cried I, and thou heardest my voice,” 

The Old Testament English word “hell” is the He- 
brew Sheol, meaning the place of the dead. It is evi- 
dent that Jonah had died, and prayed to God from 
Sheol, and God heard and answered him. In verse 
six we read that Jonah, in the whale, prayed, “Yet 
hast thou brought up my life from corruption, O Lord 
my God.” Corruption is the condition of death, which 
Jonah experienced, and out of which God brought him 
back to life. 

Whether Jonah died physically before or after be- 
ing swallowed by the great fish we are not told. But 
we are told that he died, that he was restored to life 
in the belly of the fish, that “Jonah was in the belly 
of the fish three days and three nights,” and that “the 
Lord spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah 
upon the dry land.” Christ authenticated the historic- 
ity of this experience when he said to the Pharisees 
who were asking him for a sign: “An evil and adul- 
terous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall 
no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet 
Jonas: for as Jonas was three days and three nights 
in the whale’s belly; so shall the Son of man be three 
days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The 
men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this 
generation, and shall condemn it: because they re- 
pented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a 
greater than Jonas is here” (Matt. 12: 39-41). 


x 
Dr. Howard Kelly’s Word to Nurses 


A few weeks ago the widely known and much 
loved surgeon of Baltimore, Dr. Howard A. Kelly, 
whose book, “A Scieritific Man and the Bible,” has 
made such a profound impression the world around, 
was asked by the president of one of the hospitals of 
Montreal for a spiritual message that might be read 
at a graduation of nurses there. Dr. Kelly responded 
characteristically, and The Sunday School Times is 
glad of the opportunity of passing on his message to 


- the doubtless many nurses and physicians who may 


be readers of The Sunday School Times, — others 
may read it also! Dr. Kelly’s letter follows: f 

“It gives me pleasure to send a word of greeting 
to the graduating nurses about to enter upon the in- 
separable ministry of body and spirit. I wish I could 
be with you and meet the graduating class and other. 
aspirants face to face. 

“I am happy in sending a message to realize the 
close bonds of fellowship which always exist between 
doctor and nurse. My word of exhortation is this: 

“You of the nursing profession are indeed fortunate 
in having as your head Florence Nightingale, a wo- 
man of genius but recently named as one of the twelve 
greatest heroes of the world, thousands of high school 
boys and girls in the United States and thirty foreign 
countries participating — Florence Nightingale being 
the one outstanding member of her sex to be chosen. 
I want particularly to emphasize the fact that the real 


_ greatness of our heroine lay not in her phenomenal 


abilities as a nurse, undeniable as they are, but in her 
towering moral strength and nobility of character. 
Conspicuous among her virtues. were humility and a 
passion for service which stopped at no office however 
menial, — virtues which must characterize her fol- 
lowers who would measure up to their opportunities. 

“Greater still, however, than these gifts was her 
ctear Christian faith and her unshakable belief that 
the Son of God has come to this world to be the Sav- 
iour of our race and her trust through him in God as 
her Father. This simple guiding faith appears most 
clearly in her addresses to her nurses at St. Thomas 
Hospital, whose training school she endowed with the 
large fund raised by the nation on her return- from 
the Crimea. These addresses, among the most pre- 
cious of the memoirs we have of Florence Nightin- 
gale, have been issued in book form by Miss Rosalind 
Nash, her friend. I send this with my compliments; 
may it prove a guiding star in your School. 

“IT ask you to consider with me, in view of the 
brevity of our pilgrimage here on earth, of its many 
serious hindrances, and the momentous issues to be, 
decided before we depart for the larger life, whether 
any doctor or any nurse, brought as we are into In- 
timate relationship with suffering humanity, has a 
moral right to assume charge of the sick if he or she 
is incapable of ministering to the spirit as well as to 
the body. How many death-beds are tragedies for 
the lack of just such ministration! | ie 

“This obligation becomes the more inescapable whén 
we recognize that most diseases_are in one way OF 
another bound up with moral issues. - 

“If any nurse inquires how to fit herself for this 
ministration, my message is: Take the Word of 
and saturate yourself with it, beginning with the Gos- 
pels, and remembering that the Holy Spirit has been 
on earth since Pentecost waiting to guide men into the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life, which is Christ. 


Dr. Kelly's autobiographical testimony to the old faith, 
“A Scientific Man and the Bible.’ is published by The 
Sunday School Times Company, at $1.25, postage 10 cents. 

A valuable booklet by Dr. Kelly is entitled, “ Howl! 
Study My Bible,’’ to be had from the same publithas at 
25 cents, postage 2 cents. 
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Lesson for January 36 


Luke 4: 1-13; 1 Corinthians 10:12, 13 
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The human race tempted and triumphant in the wilderness 


Were Christ’s and Israel’s Temptations the Same ? 











By Robert C. McQuilkin 














unity and perfection and power of God's written 

Word than its teaching concerning temptation. 
This teaching, like every other part of the Bible reve.a- 
tion, centers in the Lord Jesus himself. His temptation 
gathers up and fulfills all the previous teaching re- 
garding temptation, and becomes the foundation for all 
the teaching that follows. The Lesson Committee, in 
choosing the, temptation of Jesus as the subject for 
studying “The Christian Overcoming Temptation,” has 
gone to the heart of God’s revelation on the meaning 
of temptation and the right method of dealing with it. 

All Bible students have noted that the three quota- 
tions from the Old Testament Scriptures that our 
Lord used in meeting Satan’s temptations are taken 
from Deuteronomy. Not all have realized the definite 
reason for this. The three quotations are taken from 
Moses’ address to the children of Israel in which he 
is reviewing the experiences of their fathers in the 
wilderness, and pointing out the lessons that God in- 
tended them to learn. These forty years in the wil- 
derness were specifically “the day of temptation in the 
wilderness” (Heb. 3:8). 

For forty years Israel was tempted in the wilder- 
ness, and before every temptation Israel failed. For 
forty days our Lord was tempted in the wilderness, 
and at every point was triumphant. The children of 
Israel went down before three special temptations, and 
grieved God with three notable sins. With the same 
three temptations Satan assailed the Lord Jesus, and 
he met them with the same weapons that God gave to 
Israel in the wilderness, but which Israel did not use. 


The Meaning of Life 


When Moses was exhorting’ the children of Israel 
to observe God’s commandments when they went in to 
possess the Land he reminded them of God’s dealings 
with them after they came out of Egypt: “And thou 
shalt remember all the way which Jehovah thy God 
hath led thee these forty years in the wilderness, that 
he might humble thee, to prove thee, to know what was 
in thy heart, whether thou wouldest keep his command- 
ments, or not. And he humbled thee, and suffered thee 
to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knew- 
est not, neither did thy tathers know; that he might 
make thee to know that man doth not live by bread 
only, but by everything that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of Jehovah doth man live” (Deut. 8:2, 3). 

Here is an inspired statement of the meaning of life, 
the relationship between material things and the un- 
seen spiritual realities, the relationship between physi- 
cal’ appetites and spiritual desires. One is the shadow 
of the other. Bread for the physical needs is but a 
temporary symbol of the true bread for the spiritual 
life. All human experiénce here on earth is God’s 
schooling to teach the lessons of the meaning of life. 
This is why he suffered Israel to hunger, and by every 
way possible in the kindergarten training of the wil- 
derness sought to turn man’s attention to the unseen 
world. 

When God put man in the garden of Eden and gave 
everything for the satisfying of his physical desires, 
he intended that man should learn that he should not 
live by food for his body alone, but by every word of 
God. This separated him from the animals, whose 
life was limited to these material things and who could 
know nothing of eternal life, or fellowship with’God 
who is Spirit. 

The first human being who ever lived and who, read- 
ing God’s Word, really learned this lesson, was the 
Lord Jesus. The human race was tempted in Adam, 
and he chose to satisfy the desires of the body and 
rebel against the word that had proceeded from the 
mouth of God. Again, the chosen race, a seed taken 
from the human family, was tempted in the same way 
in the wilderness and they lusted after food for their 
bodies, and had no’ hunger for God’s Word. And 
finally, the chosen people and the whole ‘human’ race 
was tempted in the wilderness when Satan assailed the 
Lord Jesus, the last Adam, the second man from 
Heaven, the Son of man, the first human being to live 
according to God’s plan for human life. Where did 
he learn that plan? Had God revealed it to him in 
some hidden, special way? Jesus read the plain, open 
secret that was written for all men to read. He really 
studied the inspired Word of God as God intended it 
a be studied, by believing it and putting it into 
ife. 

Israel was forty years in the wilderness and God 
suffered them to hunger that they might learn that 
physical bread is but the secondary thing, a type of the 
real bread of life, God’s Word. Jesus hungered for 
forty days as a fulfillment of all the experience of 
Israel in the wilderness. Hosea writes, “When Israel 
was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out 
of Egypt” (Hos. 11:1). When Jesus, the true Israel, 


Ness more clearly reveals the supernatural 
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was a child, God called him out of Egypt (Matt. 2: 
15). Israel was baptized unto Moses in the Red Sea, 


and then entered on.their period of temptation in the. 


wilderness. Jesus was baptized, fulfilling all right- 
eousness, identifying himself with his brethren, and 
he heard the voice of God attesting that this was his 
beloved Son, the true Seed of the woman, who at last 
had come. Like every human being, he then entered 
upon the temptation that is common to man, the trial 
that must come just because it belongs to human na- 
ture in this life. In Luke’s account, the genealogy, 
stretching back to Adam, is significantly given after 
the baptism and before the temptation. Thus is Christ 
linked with the human race, and with Adam, the “Son 
of God.’ With the voice of God ringing in his ears 
that he was his beloved Son, the Serpent approaches 
and says, “If thou art the Son of God.” Israel had 
God’s voice ringing in their ears in the wilderness, the 
assurance that he was Jehovah their God who had de- 
livered them from bondage and had overthrown Pha- 
raoh and his host in the Red Sea. But at the first 
pangs of hunger they forgot all about the Word of 
God, and their high calling as children of a living God; 
like Esau they would sell all their right to heavenly 
things for the leeks and garlic of Egypt. 

Our Lord had no need to search through the Old 
Testament for an appropriate word to answer Satan. 
Without doubt he was meditating on this same won- 
derful message of God to him, his hungry child; God 
was proving him, whether he would obey his Word, 
whatever the present call of physical appetite might 
be. He quoted Deuteronomy 8:3 because that very 
day Deuteronomy 8:3 was being fulfilled by him; 
yes, by him and, glorious truth, for us! 

Christ thus sets before us God’s eternal truth re- 
garding all physical desires. He knows that we have 
them,— “The Father knoweth ye have need of all 
‘these things.” Satan’s temptation is to let these de- 
sires control, to live by the lust of the flesh. God's 
method is, “Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal 
body, that ye should obey the lusts thereof,” that is, 
the lusts or desires of the body (Rom. 6:12). God’s 
plan is, “Seek ye first his kingdom, and his righteous- 
ness” (Matt. 6:33). Hunger and thirst after the 
bread of God, his living Word, Jesus Christ our right- 
eousness and our life. 


Israel’s Great Wilderness Sins 


Israel’s first great sinein the wilderness was lust,— 
the lust of the flesh. And in that sin they continued to 
the end. Israel’s next great sin was idolatry, —turn- 
ing from the living God to worship the gods they 
could make and see. And in that sin Israel continued 
all through the forty years. “Did ye offer unto me 
slain beasts and sacrifices forty years in the wilder- 
ness, O house of Israel?” the prophet asks. The an- 
swer is No: “ye took up the tabernacle of Moloch, 
and the star of the god Rephan, thé figures which ye 
made to worship them” (Acts 7:42, 43). Moses re- 
veals how they met this temptation to serve other gods 
when he gives this terrible picture in his Song: “They 
sacrificed unto demons, which were no God, to gods 
that they knew not” (Deut. 32:17). 

This was their great sin in the wilderness. When 
Moses, therefore, was giving them the final charges 
before entering the Promised Land, once more he calls 
on them to remember: “Beware lest thou forget Je- 
hovah, who brought thee forth out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt fear 
[or worship] Jehovah thy God; and him shalt thou 
serve, and shalt swear by his name. Ye shall not go 
after other gods” (Deut. 6: 12-14). 

Just as the experiences in the wilderness were to 
show them that they should not live by material bread 
only, but by the true bread, every word of God, so 
they were to learn that Jehovah, he is God, the only 
true God, and that he only should have worship. 

All the temptations that the human race ever had to 
serve other gods came to a head when Satan proposed 
directly that Jesus shouitd fall down and worship him 
as the price of gaining all the kingdoms of this world. 
The mask is here thrown off, and the real master of 
all false gods and all other objects of worship is re- 
vealed. Satan is a liar, and the father of lies. But 
never more dangerous is Satan than when he is tell- 
ing the truth, for his truth always hides a fatal lie. 


There was a partial truth in his saying that all the 
kingdoms of earth and the authority of them were at 
his disposal. Satan usurped this authority from man, 
and temporarily the kingdoms of the earth are his, 
although under the restraining hand of God. We see 
not yet all things put under man, that is, put under 
Jesus Christ the Son of man who won them back 
from Satan (Heb. 2:8, 9). 

When Satan suggested that Jesus Christ, the Son 
of man, should gain possession of that which in 
truth belonged to Him, the kingdoms of this earth, 
by some other method than God’s method, the Lord 
Jesus again answered not by a. verse that happened to 
be appropriate, but by the very Word that God put in 
his revelation to meet this particular temptation that 
is common to human beings. 

And what a piercing light is thrown upon the 
meaning of this temptation to put something else in 
place of God, —the sin called idolatry! Is it possible 
that every temptation to serve some one or some thing 
other than God is actually a temptation to worship 
Satan? It is even so. Old Testament and New Testa- 
ment alike bear witness that every other form of wor- 
ship is a worship of Satan and of demons. It is not a 
question of the sincerity of the worshipers, but a ques- 
tion as to who is the object of their worship. The 
things the Gentiles sacrifice, Paul tells us, they sacri- 
fice to demons (1 Cor. 10:20). 

‘But were not the children of Israel healed of this 
great sin of idolatry through the captivity in Baby- 
lon? Yes, and they plunged back into it with seven- 
told more intensity when they rejected their true God 
and nailed him to the cross. But are the Jews idol- 
aters today? They do not worship gods made with 
men’s hands, do they? Let this fearful word answer 
“Covetousness, which is idolatry” (Col. 3:5). 

Coveting material things, seeking to satisfy the de- 
sires of the human heart with the things of this earth, 
this is idolatry; for it is choosing something else than 
God to serve and worship. Christ’s temptation re- 
veals clearly what that other choice is. It is choos- 
ing Satan. 


Whom the Jews Worship Today 


The Jews who have rejected Jehovah their God, even 
Jesus Christ, are worshiping Mammon today; that is, 
they are worshiping Satan instead of God. The Jew- 
ish race today stands before the world as the great 
type of money-mad-covetousness. But are the Gen- 
tiles guiltless of this? No, the Gentiles who reject 
Jesus Christ and refuse to follow the true sons of 
Israel make the world the object of their desires and 
follow the rebellious sons of Israel in their idolatry. 

There will come a day when Satan will once more 
offer all the kingdoms of earth to a single son of man, 
as he did to our Lord Jesus. And this son of man, 
who comes in his own name, not in the name of God 
(John 5:43), will accept the. offer of Satan and will 
become the Antichrist. Satan will turn all his au- 
thority over to him, even as the Father gave all his 
authority to his Son (Rev. 13:4). Then will iniquity 
be revealed, and brought into the open (2 Thess. 2: 
7-9). But now it is under cover, and Satan is tempt- 
ing men to covetousness, which is nothing other than 
the second temptation that Luke records, in which 
Satan offered Christ the kingdoms of earth on the one 
simple condition of putting Satan in place of God. 

But there was a third great sin of Israel inethe wil- 
derness, the culminating sin that kept them out of the 
Promised Land. It was the sin of unbelief. What is 
unbelief, and how did they show it? A plain answer 
is given in Exodus 17:7: “And he called the name 
of the place Massah, and Meribah, because of the 
striving of the children of Israel, and because they 
tempted Jehovah, saying, Is Jehovah among us, or 
not?” 

When Moses was giving his final charges to Israel 
before they entered the Promised Land he reminded 
them of this third great sin, as he reminded them of 
the sin of lust and idolatry: “Ye shall not tempt Je- 
res your God, as ye tempted him in Massah” (Deut. 

: 14). 

This is the word with which the Lord Jesus met 
the third temptation of Satan, the temptation to cast 
himself down from the Temple and thus give the Jews 
a great “sign” of his Messiahship. Here again Jesus 
did not quote Deuteronomy 6:16 because it happened 
to be a good verse to express the truth, or because 
Deuteronomy was “a favorite book” of his, but be- 
cause this was the word designed by God to meet ex- 
actly that temptation before which the whole human 
race had failed, and which now for the first time, in 
Jesus Christ, is being met completely in God’s way. 

An evil and adulterous generation, Jesus said, sought 
after a sign. That is what Israel did all through the 
temptation in the wilderness. They wanted an out- 
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ward, tangible, magical sort of proof that Jehovah was 
with them. In other words, they wanted-to walk by 
sight and not by faith, They. were of the earth, earthy. 

So in the days of Messiah, the lusting, covetous 
generation of Israel wanted him to give them a sign, 
a supernatural demonstration that God’s word was true, 
If he shoud address the muititude from the high puat- 
form of the Temple (from which an ancient historian 
says ‘that James, the Lord’s brother, delivered the ad- 
dress that resulted in his martyrdom), if, from that 
p.ace, he should announce himself as Israei’s Messiah 
and then cast himself down to. be borne up by the 
angels, would not that be the great sign that would 
convince Israel that their Messiah had come? It wouid 
demonstrate to Jesus also that he was God’s Son and 
Messiah. But for Israel and for himself Jesus an- 
swered that man shall not tempt God by asking some 
proof that God tells the truth,—by asking, “Is Je- 
hovah among us, or not?” Faith says: “Jehovah is 
here, he will never leave us, he will never forsake 
us”; faith is the evidence of things not seen, and we 
shall not destroy it by asking for things that are seen. 
How the Gentiles have followed Israel in this sin 
also! The world is saying: 
God unless we can prove him in our test tubes and 
crucibles.” 

God’s great revelation concerning temptation, we 
thus see, centers in the experience of the forty 
years and of the forty days, each in the wil- 
derness. That is why Paul in his great tempta- 
tion message (1 Cor. 9:24 to 10:21) bases his 
exhortation upon Israel’s experiences, which happened, 
Paul says, for the very purpose of being examples, and 
were written for our admonition. Mark this threefold 
exhortation: “We should not lust after evil things, 
as they also lusted. Neither be ye idolaters, as were 
some of them. Neither let us make trial of the Lord, 
as some of them made trial.” 

Paul also mentions fornication and murmuring ‘as 
being among their sins, but these are included in the 
three great sins before which they fell. Paul’s great 
temptation verse (1 Cor. 10:13) gains new meaning 
as read in connection with his review of God’s reve- 
lation concerning the temptation that is “common to 
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man,” that is, the things that belong to our humanity 
as a necessary part of it. Then Paul climaxes his 
exhortation with the word: “Wherefore, my beloved, 
flee from idolatry” (1 Cor. 10:14), 

‘The writer of the Hebrews, in setting forth the 
Lord Jesus as our great Deliverer. from temptation, 


waiso links the. message wig Israel.in the wilderness 


(rieb. 2: 14 to 4:16). € centers. attention on their 
great sin of unbelief, making trial of God: “Harden not 
your hearts, as in the provocation, hike as in the day 
of the trial in the' wilderness, where your fathers tried 
me by proving me, and saw my works forty years. 
Wherefore I was displeased with this generation, and 
said, ‘they do always err in their heart: but they did 
not know my ways” (Heb. 3:8-10). The message 
climaxes in this word: “We have not a high priest 
that cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirm- 
it.es; but one that hath been in all. points tempted like 
as we are, yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15). 

Our Lord was tempted three times, because in this 
way he was tried at every point where it is possible 
for Satan to touch human nature. Christ won the 
victory, not for himself, but for us. He is able to 
succor us.. The®*way Christ met the Tempter reveals 
the position we are to take if we would share his vic- 
tory, or rather have him win the victory for us. We 
must take the place of absolute surrender to Christ 
and the things of the Spirit. There is no guarantee of 
victory on any other terms. We must make all the 
desires of the body secondary to every word of God; 
we must have no covetousness for the things of this 
world, or put anything in the place that only God 
should have, that is, no Christian should make his 
material business the .primary thing ia life, but the 
service of God; and we must not ask if God is among 
us, but walk by faith in the living, unseen God. 

The three sins of America today without question 
are the same as Israel’s sins, —lust, covetousness, 
pride. Pride is taking the form of asking, “Is Je- 
hovah among us, or not?” Pride and unbelief are one, 
just as humility and faith are one. : 

Shall we let God search us, and try us, and see if 
there be in us any of these things that displease him? 

Cotumszia, S.C. 
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OR a long time evidence, or sometimes no more 
Fie suggestions, of antediluvian civilization have 

been appearing from different parts of the world 
and from very different stages of human history. I 
have, from time to time, as they appeared, presented 
these hints in this page of the Times and each item 
doubtless made its impression thus separately. 

But separate items of evidence appearing separately 
are one thing; an aggregation of them may make a 
very much deeper impression and carry greater con- 
viction. Let us glance back over several years of re- 
view notes that have appeared here that. we may get 
the force of all this evidence and then briefly parallel 
it with the Scripture account of antediluvian civili- 
zation, which, if my memory. serves me aright, I pre- 
sented somewhat fully some years ago. 


4 
The Surprising Order of Pottery Finds 


O BEGIN with what is fresh in our minds, the 

last piece of evidence that has appeared is that 
report of the Oxford and Pennsylvania Universities 
working at Ur of Chaldees. They found the finest 
pottery in the earliest period, followed by a great de- 
cline in quality. In other words, the nearer they got 
to the antediluvian times, ‘the better was the character 
of the workmanship displayed. This is the very re- 
verse of the evolutionary theory of the development 
of history and civilization, and exactly what we should 
expect to find, if there was a highly developed civil- 
ization before the Flood. 


Sicily’s Remarkable Caverns 


HEN we may recall the remarkable discoveries in 

the Island of Sicily before the *war. The sub- 
stratum of Sicily almost everywhere is tufa, a vol- 
canic rock. Evidently the displays of volcanic vio- 
lence that sometimes fill us with horror are, after all, 
but the last flaring up of the volcanic fires, and are 
trifling compared with the action of the volcanoes of 
that region at a much earlier time. These great beds 
of tufa then were spread over most of the island, 
and now form the substratum of the land. 

Before the Great War some remarkable caverns 
were discovered in this. underlying bed of tufa, re- 
markable not so much in size as in the utter dissim- 
ilarity to any other artificial caverns. They are mas- 
sive and without adornment, and displaying a quaint, 


rude, yet artistic, architecture with a quality all its 
own, like the Navaho architecture of America. 

It was impossible to connect the work in these 
caverns with anything historical, Moreover, there 
were found, as you will remember, ruts of cart wheels 
or perhaps we may say, giving them a little more dig- 
nity, chariot wheels. These were worn in the rather 
soft tufa and yet kept intact during uncounted cen- 
turies, as the soil alone would not have retained them, 
They led down to the edge of the water, which here 
came into the land in a little bay, and disappeared un- 
der’ the water, and appeared again on the opposite 
side of the bay. 

Manifestly there has been a change of’ land-levels 
since those ruts were made. No.such’ change of land- 
levels:.is. historical in that region, but-it is a common 


~view of geologists that the Mediterranean Sea was 


formed, as we now know it,-at the Jast great change 
of land-levels. Now the Fiood was certainly the last 
great change of land-levels and the only one. of which 
we have any historical knowledge. It is most ‘likely 
that these caverns are places of public assembly, prob- 
ably for worship, or maybe for other conclave, in 
the antediluvian times. 


The Great Stones East of Jordan 


N 1912, when I was in Palestine, I visited Dr. Dun- 

can Mackenzie at his work at. Beth-shemesh. A 
short time afterward he went to the region east of 
the Jordan for exploratory work. He found there 
a number of megalithic monuments, big-stone cairns 
and dolmens, names that do not denote anything very 
illuminating for the simple reason that no one clearly 
understands the character or purpose of these monu- 
ments, and still less their builders. 
anything of which the history is known, entirely with- 
out inscription or any other markings, and for these 
very reasons, for lack of better, are thought to have 
been very possibly antediluvian. 


Have We the Very Names of Antediluvian Cities ? 


OME may remember, also, that a good many years 
ago, Professor Arno Poebel found mention of some 
Babylonian cities by name with the distinct claim that 
these names were also names of cities before the 


Flood. Whether or not the cities were a rebuilding 
of antediluvian cities was not revealed, but mm any 
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case, if the claim be correct, and there seems no-good 
reason to doubt it, here are preserved names of ante- 
diluvian cities of sufficient importance that their names 
were handed on for many centuries by tradition until 
population grew and civilizations -extended:to -a- point 
where those antediluvian cities. might be commem- 
orated by reusing their names. 

These very definite pieces of- suggestive material 
seem to put flesh and blood upon the bones of ancient 
tradition concerning thé ten antediluvian patriarchs in 
Babylonian traditions who are given a fabulous his- 
tory, and yet do parallel the ten antediluyian patriarchs 
of Genesis, “great men of renown.” They even give 
some semblance of reality to the preposterous myths 
of all races concerning the monstrous history of the 
world before the Flood of which all these myths tell. 
By themselves these myths hardly signify anything 
real to us, but, when associated with these more definite 
and semihistorical hints which I have recited, do be- 
come invested with an air of reality. 


Babylon a s Redemption Story 


N THIS review, the astounding information recov- 
£ ered from the ancient Shushan Palace, during the 
Great War must not be forgotten. It was that given 
by what is probably the sixth tablet of the creation 
story, so long missing, and which so strikingly paral- 
lels the story of redemption as revealed in the Bible. 
Every one of the eleven items of that creation story, 
from the creation of man in the image of a god to 
the resurrection and ascension of the redeemer, is 
given and all in exact order. - 

The only reasonable explanation of this parallel is 
that it is a reflection of an antediluvian revelation; 
that, in fact, the protevangelium was unfolded in that 
ancient world, that Enoch represented a company of 
devout worshipers of the Lord; that Noah was not the 
only preacher of righteousness, but only the last one in 
that age; and that we do not have to read John 3: 16 
as “God so loved the world [after Abraham] that he 
gave his only begotten son,” but that the whole p!an 
of redemption was revealed and preached to the. ante- 
diluvian world. Then when the work. was destroyed 
and men went out to rebuild it, the truth went out 
along all lines of migration, but, as it went, became 
gradually corrupted by sin until, at last, it was prac- 
tically lost to the world and God bégan revelation 
again with Abraham. 


The Genesis Record of Civilization 


mow having this collection of things so familiar 
‘to us immediately before us, we may turn to the 
account that the Bible gives of antediluvian civiliza- 
tion, in Genesis 4, and recall briefly what we have 
pointed out in that simple narrative. For it is in the 
first instance, and on the surface, a very simple nar- 
rative of the story of Cain and the murder of Abel, 
with only a brief appendix concerning Jubal and Tubal 
+that, at first sight, does not seem. to have anything 
-to do with the narrative. But, when we discern all 
that is in the narrative, this seeming appendix stands 
out as the explanation of the whole story. ‘ 
The account is simply given, almost to scantiness of 
information, but a sharp scrutiny brings to light some 
hidden things. Some are amazed at the so-called 
Baconian cypher in Shakespeare, but here is some- 
thing, not a mysterious cypher, but far more real 
‘than anything’ of the occult kind to be found in Shakes- 
peare. Here in this narrative are mentioned, in regular 
order, every step in the progress of civilization, as it 
is understood by the scientific study of today, the do- 
mestication of animals, the mention of agricultiire, the 
beginnings of public worship, the genesis of civil 
government (mentioning in exact order, the author- 
ity from God, the monitor in conscience, and the ad- 
ministration through men), migration arising out of 
unsatisfactory conditions, the rise of urban hfe when 
the different settlements made a meetingplace or 
market necessary, the beginning of nomadic life, when 
the occupation of the land and the building of towns 
made it necessary to move about to find pasture, and 
last of all the rise of the arts and crafts. In this last, 
we see why the appendix to the story of Cain and Abel 
was added. It was necessary to complete the list of 
the items of the development of civilization in -the 
antediluvian world. 


May We Soon Have More Light? 


, BAY> long believed that there was a great civil- 
ization before the Flood, perhaps as great (though 
probably much different) as since that event. Some- 
time, it may come very soon, we shall get historical 
information of undoubted character concerning that 
old world. I have not called to view again here all the 
evidence, but enough to enable those interested to see 
the trend of the information already available. The 
Oxford and Pennsylvania excavations at Ur, the ex- 
amination of the earliest remains of Egypt by Sir Wil- 
liam Flinders Petrie, and now his proposed exploration 
of the prehistoric remains in the south of Palestine 
may very soon cast.a-flood of light over the ancient 


world. . 


St. Louis. 
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Lesson-for January 30 
Luke: 4 : 1-13; 1. Corinthians 10: 12, 13 
Does the Talmud Make Reference 
to Christ? 
What may be a striking téstimony to the death of the Messiah 
By Ernest Gordon 
HITHERTO unrecognized reference to Christ 
in the Jewish Talmud has been pointed: out- by 
Dr. Heinrich Laible. The passage has to do 
with the signs that occurred at the time of Christ’s 
death, though he, of course, is not directly mentioned. 
The results of Dr. Laible’s researches are published 
in the Allg. Evan. Luth. Kirchenzeitung. 

The Talmud passage is as follows: 

“Tradition . .. Forty years before the destruction 
of the Temple [i. e., in the year of Christ’s death] 
the west lamp went out, and the crimson ribbon re- 
mained crimson, and the lot cast for the Lord came 
down upon the left side, In the evening the wing 
door of the Temple was closed but found open early 
in the morning. Then spake Rabbi Jochanan ben 
Zachi to the Temple: ‘Temple, why dost thou frighten 
us? We know that in the future thou art to be de- 
stroyed for it-is written in Zechariah 11:1, “Open 
thy doors, O Lebanon, that the fire may devour thy 
cedars.” ’” 

This so-called Baraitha is extracted from .two 
greater traditions, one of which treats of the ceasing 
of the signs of grace, the other of the premonitions 
of the Temple’s destruction. The first is still in the 
“Tosefta Sota,” the second has disappeared from the 
traditional literature presumably because of the use 
Jewish Christians made of it. But Josephus mentions 
these premonitions. He speaks of those who had seen 
certain signs (giant spirit-forms in the air storm- 
ing into the Temple, and so on) whose written testi- 
mony he had read. : 

This is the first of these two original traditions. 

“The whole time that Simon the Just lived the west 
lamp was ever burning. After Simon the Just died 
the priests came and found it extinguished, From 
that time it was now out and now burning. 

“The whole time that Simon the Just lived the 
crimson strip was white. After Simon the Just died 
it was now white, now red. 

“The whole time that Simon the Just lived the fire 
of the altar of burnt offering was ever burning. 
When it was put in order in the morning it burnt 
vigorously the whole day. On it were offered the con- 
tinuous burnt offering and the festival offering with 
the appropriate gifts and added thereto the two aft- 
ernoon woodpieces in accordance with the prescrip- 
tion. After Simon the Just died the strength of the 
wood diminished. After they arranged the wood in 
the morning they did not hesitate to bring in additional 
wood during the whole day. 

“The whole time Simon the Just lived came bless- 
ing in the two [Pentecostal] loaves and in the shew- 
bread. The two loaves were distributed on Pentecost 
and the shewbread on festival days to the various 
courses of priests. They ate of them and were satis- 
fied; the others ate and had a porticn left yet into 
the hand of individuals there had been given [bread] 
only the size of an olive. After the death of Simon 
the Just no further blessing came with the two loaves 
nor with the —— The modest drew back their 
liands, the greedy divided it among themselves and 
what came to each was no larger than a bean. Once 


a priest from Sepphoris took his own and his com- 
e’s portion and even then it was in his hand no 


larger than a bean. They called him the grabber from 


that day on.” : 

Who was Simon the Just? Both Babylonian and 
Jerusalem Talmuds identify him with the high priest 
Simon of Onias in Egypt who lived twothundred years 
before Christ, and in the same breath state that these 
signs of grace ceased forty years before the Temple’s 
destruction at the time of Jochannan ben Zachri. The 
contradiction is too evident! 2 

Graetz tries to identify him with Simon Kantheras 
who was installed high priest in A. D. 41. But this 
Simon was not called the Just, and so little did he 
have of justice and righteousness in his character that 
he was deposed from office. 

Dr. Laible thinks that the name Simon is an inter- 
polation; that the original read, “The whole time that 
the Just One lived,” and that the reference was to Him 
whom Peter called the Just One in Acts 3:14; to 
whom Stephen gave the same name (Acts 7:52) and 
of whom James accused the Jews saying, “Ye have 
... killed the just.” The origin of this Baraitha may 
have been from one of the priests converted in the 
first days of the church (Acts 6:7). The priests 
would certainly be the first to observe the cessation 
of the signs of grace. When the Temple was de- 
stroyed the Jewish priest probably dated the Baraitha 
and placed the name Simon before “the Just” to con- 
ceal its Christian significance. 

The Advent of the Righteous, or Just One, was 
marked with heavenly signs. At his death the Temple 
veil was rent from top to bottom. In the following 
night the closed and heavy door of the Holy Place 
opened of itself. At Pentecost, seven weeks later, 
the priests experienced another and terrible sign of the 
departure of the Shekinah from the Holiest Place. 
They heard the noice of invisible departing spirits 
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and. a-cry: of many voices louder than human voices, 
“Let ‘us pass hence.” In addition to this premonition 
of the destruction of the Temple as the scribes inter- 
preted it, came'the end of the recurring signs of grace, 
For thirty-three years, on the Day of Atonement, 
when the high. priest = his hand in the urn for the 
lot; he~had-the good une to grasp that one ofa@te 
two that had’on it the name of Jehovah. In the death 
year of the Righteous his hand took hold of the lot 
in the left side. After that -it varied, left and right. 
The middle light of the seven-armed candlestick 
was called the western light. because it stretched 
toward the west, 7 ¢., toward the Holy of Holies, 
while the six other lights were pointed toward the 
middle light. This middle light was. as a sign of 
face, never extinguished while the Just One lived. 
he priest who cleaned the candlestick could always 
light any-of the séven that had gone out in the night 
from this western one. At the death of the Just One 


for the-first time in thirty-three years the western light 


went out and the priest had to bring fire from the altar 
of burnt offerings in: the Holy Place. 

Also the altar of burnt offerings, so long as the Just 
One lived,-was made remarkable by the fact that the 


‘wood laid’on it on the morning burned the whole day. 


While the Just One lived it needed not the afternoon 
replenishing which the Law prescribed. With the death 
of the Just One the power of the firewood slackened 
and they had to feed the fire throughout the day. 
There was no alternate blazing up again as in the sign 
of the candle and of the lot. The sacrifice was ended. 

Rabbi Ismael (who died A. D. 135) tells us that a 
crimson strip was hung at the entrance of the Temple. 
As soon as the scapegoat reached the wilderness it 
became white, according to Isaiah 1:18, “Though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow.” But there is an express Tannait witness that 
the crimson strip ceased to whiten. In Joma 67a we 
are told that the strip was removed from the entrance 
of the Temple and placed inside so that the ple 
should not see it and be excited because it no longer 
whitened, 

So far the Talmud record. Is it history or legend? 
Impossible to'say. Yet it constitutes a striking testi- 
mony to the belief that the unusual and the extraord- 
inary accompanied the life and death of the Son of 
God on earth. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
pe 


_ Why isn’t my church a success and a blessing as 
it ought to be? You may be helped by “Kanamori’s 
Life-Story,’ which gives the secret of success in 
soul-winning. (The Sunday School Times Co., Phila- 
delphia, $1, postage 10 cents.) 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 














Questions for and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an. answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclos 


Dear Mother Ruth: Will you help’ me to answer this 
question? - Has a Christian a right to touch strong drink, 
such as wine and other strong drinks, and call herself a 
Christian? A friend of mine says there is no -place in the 
Bible that says not to touch it, and that she can be guided 
by the Holy Spirit not to take too much to'do her any 
harm. Now, dear Mother Ruth, I myself do not think a 
Christian has any rignt to touch it. Also moving jpic- 
tures’ and dancing, won’t they hurt you, and aren’t all 
these things worldly, and such as a Christian ought not 
to do?—C. S. 


Bagi C. S.: “Have you a right to touch strong 
drink?” Yes, you have a right to do as you 
please, but we must remember, “Whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap,” and many an example 
of such sowing is yours for the looking. In Proverbs 
20:1 we read: “Wine is a mocker, strong driuk is 
raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not 
wise.” 

We know how often this thing has been a stumbling- 
block to others, and in the eighth chapter of 1 Corinth- 
ians Paul sets before us the question of “meats,” and 
the limitations of Christian liberty. If you will read 
1 John 2:15, you will see that we are not to love the 
world or the things of the world, and if we will only 
get into close contact with the dear Lord, we will not 
want to take wine, nor go to movies, nor dance, nor 
do any such things, for our desires will be in a differ- 
ent path. We will not weigh matters, and see if we 
can do this or that and yet feel ourselves Christian, 
but we will want to spend all our powers in following 
Him who came to minister and we will be seeking to 
do that which pleases him. The only way to be 
Christ’s soldier is. to put on his armor, and be read 
and known of everybody -as a follower of the Man 
of Galilee, even the lowly Nazarene. Throw off the 
world and all that pertains to it, and enjoy the life 
of the surrendered Christian. Get into the fullness 
of the power of the Holy Spirit, and live! “And be 
not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled 
with the Spirit” (Eph. 5: 18)% 











of all Sunday-school work 


Making a Yearly Survey of Soul Winning 


| How it helps to keep fresh the chief aim 


By Jennie E. Stewart 











Too often we overlook, in the pursuit of attendance records and efficiency campaigns, the only commission 


that the Lord Jesus left for his church, °**Go ye into all the world, and preach the 


eset 16:15). 


Miss Stewart calls for a ter 
day-school work. f act 


to every creatured* 


emphasis on this, the principal object of all church and 


Two books helpful to the superintendent and teacher in personal work are, ‘‘What Is the Gospel 2 ’’ 


Charles G. Trumbull (cloth 75 cents; paper 50 cents, 
J. E. Conant, D.D. ($1.50, postage 12 cents). 
£4 Philadelphia. 
WE HAVE campaigns for membership, contests 
to build up average attendance, teacher-training 
conferences to better the educational capabilities, but 
we are sometimes likely to lose sight of the real basic 
purpose of the Sunday-school, in our enthusiasm for 
a pete working machinery. 
you ever take stock to find out what percent of 
your pupils are won for the kingdom each year? Do 
you w how many of your teachers have a definite 
program looking toward the winning of each pupil in 
their care to Christ? Do you know if every teacher 
is herself 9 Christianizing influence? Do you know 
if each of your department superintendents has 2. 
passion for souls? Do they care if their teachers are 
concerned about building up Christian character, or 
are they more concerned about the fact that each pupil 
is finishing the required number of memory verses 
in the specified time or covering the correct amount 
of Bible facts in record time? 

Have you a yearly program that takes account of 
the actual development of Christian advancement in 
the student body? 

If you have been lax about these things, why not 
make this the subject of your next general survey? 
Find out where you stand as a school, find out where 
each teacher and each officer stands. If you have 
teachers or superintendents of departments who have 
no heart for this phase of the work, change where 
you can; where you cannot make a change in person- 


nel, work and pray hard for a change of heart in 
those you must retain. 


5 cents), and *‘Every-Member Evangelism, 


ait 
’ may be had from The Sunday School Times 


Unless the great majority of your pupils are making 
advancement in Christian development your school is 
failing in its real purpose, no matter if you are the 
largest school in town, have the largest average at- 
tendance, and can graduate each pupil, knowing that 
he has completed a very satisfactory course of study 
for the year. : 

I know of a teacher in a large school who taught 
for several years —the most precious formative years 
they were—a class of twenty-five boys. They had 
good times together. They learned much Bible lore. 
They discussed many moral facts with zest and vim, 
Yet that teacher made this statement: “I never men- 
tion the name of God or Jesus, never speak of Heaven 
or hell or prayer to my boys. It is a sure way to 
scare them away from Sunday-school.” After four 
years of teaching only nine out of the twenty-five boys 
in that class were members of the church, and they 
belonged before this teacher took charge of them. 
Four years of teaching and not a soul won for Christ 
——among sixteen boys right at the age when choices 
are so easily made for life. 

Did this man’s superintendent know the kind of 
teaching he was doing? If not, why not? If he did, 
why was he not concerned about it? It must have 
been that he was so filled with the thought of building 
up a big school and about other material things that 
he had lost sight of the real purpose of his school, or 
else he did not care, or was simply careless. 

How about you? 7 

Boutper, Coto. 
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LESSON 5. JANUARY 30. THE CHRISTIAN OVERCOMING TEMPTATION 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 4: 1-13; 1 Corinthians 10 : 12, 13 
Golden Text.—In that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succor them that are tempted.—Heb. 2: 18 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 
Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
Look full in his wonderful face; 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim 
In the light of his glory and grace. 


Verse by Verse 


UKE 4:1, 2—Full of the Holy Spirit. It is 
L:. very striking that the first result of the fresh 

infilling of the Holy Spirit was subjection to a 
temptation severer than had apparently ever gone be- 
fore. Temptation is not sin. To be tempted is no 
indication that we are out of God’s will, nor need it 
suggest that any blessing into which we may have 
entered has been unreal. In the wilderness during 
forty days. Mark and Luke make it clear that the 
Lord Jesus was tempted during the whole of the forty 
days, but the detailed temptation that both Mat- 
thew and Luke record seems to be the culminating 
attack. Forty is often associated in Bible typology 
with the idea of testing and judgment. Recall the 
spies’ forty days (Num. 13:25); the forty years of 
wandering (Deut. 8: 4); Moses’ forty days (Exod. 34: 
28); and Elijah’s (1 Kings 19:8). If we may ven- 
ture at all to attempt to lift the veil of the silence of 
Scripture, we may reckon thus about the time in the 
wilderness: First of all, it would be a time of re- 
dedication to the Father’s will; and a time when quietly 
and alone the Lord Jesus would seek to plan out the 
future course. The program of the world’s regenera- 
tion was before him, and that program included the 
cross. It will be observed that the special attack of 
the Devil fastened upon these points. 

He did eat nothing. The first Adam was tempted 
when he was in the paradise of God, when he had but 
to put forth his hand and take whatever he needed. 
The second Adam was tempted after prolonged fast- 
ing when his bodily powers were at their weakest and 
where no food was to be obtained. 

Verse 3.—God’s Son. Omit the definite article. It 
was not merely that Satan was challenging the Mes- 
siahship of Jesus, there was also the subtle injection 
of a doubt as to whether his relationship with God 
was not after all altogether imaginary. “Do you mean 
to say that you are God’s Son and starving? Do 
you really think that God loves you? 
the power that is rightly yours, and use it.” Note 
that the life of faith for the Lord Jesus involved self- 
denial, not the denial of a sinful self but the denial of 
a sinless self. 

Verse 5.—Note the difference in the order of the 
second and third temptations as recorded by Matthew 
and Luke respectively. All the kingdoms of the world, 
i. e., attain your objective without the cross. 

Verse 6.—Delivercd unto me. Note that the Lord 
does not contest Satan’s claim. He is “the god of this 
world” (2 Cor. 4:4), “the prince of this world” (John 
12:31; 16:11), and “the prince of the power of the air” 
(Eph. 2:2). These august titles. seem to indicate that 
Satan received from his Creator great authority and 
power (cf. Ezek. 28: 12-19). He is not the grotesque 
demon of medieval superstition. He is one of God’s 
viceroys in rebellion, and the rebellion is not yet put 
down. For some inscrutible reason his rights have not 
yet been taken away. Here he has the effrontery to 
— a compact between the Son of God and him- 
se 

Verse 8.—The Authorized Version adds, “Get thee 
behind me, Satan.” The omission here is ‘based upon 
unquestioned manuscript authority. 

Verse 10.—He shall give his angels charge. This 
temptation is a temptation to presumption. “Well, 
then, if you are really going to live the life of faith, 


do it. Show that you trust God by casting yourself 
down from the pinnacle. Here is Scripture warrant 
for it.” 


Verse 12.—Thou shalt not. The reply of Christ is 
exceedingly significant. “The promise that you have 
quoted does not apply in the present circumstances.” 

Verse 13.—For a season. One battle was won, but 
the war was not ended (cf. 22:28). The Lord’s life 
on earth was a life full of temptation, as ours is. 
Herein is our comfort (Heb. 2:18). These three sam- 
ple temptations are just the same as ours; distrust, 
presumption, comprom‘se. 

1 Corinthians 10:12.—The solemn truth enforced 
here is that no Christian, however ripe his experience, 
however established his Christian character, however 
fruitful his service, will ever in his life get beyond 
the possibility of backsliding. What the Christian is 


Well, then, take 


Devotional Reading : Rersos 8 : 31-39. 

Additional eachers; 2 Corinthians 10: 3-5; Philip- 
pians aI 335 Hebrews 2: 14°18; 4: 14-16. 

Primary topic ing God Always. 


Lesson Pi rar ing 43 I-13. 
Memory Verse: ‘lf ye love me, ye will keep my command- 
ments.—John 14: 15. 
Junior Topic: How to Stand Against Temptation. 
_ Lesson Material : 4: - 13; x Corinthians 10: 12, 13. 
Memory Verse; God is faithful, who will not suffer you to 
be tempted above that ye are able.—1 Cor. 10: 134. 
intermediate and Senior T. opi: How Christ Helps the Tempted. 


Topic tor Young People and Adults; How to Overcome Temp- 
tation. 











1 And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the 


Jordan, and was led in the Spirit in the wilderness 2 during~ 


forty days, being tempted of the devil. And he did eat 
nothing in those days: and when they were completed, he 
hungered. 3 And the devil said unto him, if thou art the 
Son of God, command this stone that it become * bread. 
4 And Jesus answered unto him, It is written, ? Man shall 
not live by bread alone. 5 And he led him up, and showed 
him all the kingdoms of *the world in a moment of time. 
6 And the devil said unto him, To thee will I give all this 
authority, and the glory of them: for it hath been deliv- 
ered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it. 7 If 
thou therefore wilt + worship before me, it shall all be thine. 
8 And Jesus answered and said unto him, It is written, 
Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt 
thou serve. 9 And he led him to Jerusalem, and set him on 
the ° pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him, If thou art 


the Son of God, cast thyself down from hence: 10 for it is 
written, 


®He shall give his angels charge concerning thee, to 
guard thee: 


11 and, 


On their hands they shall bear thee up, 

Lest haply thou dash thy foot against a stone. 

12 And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, 7 Thou 
shalt not make trial of the Lord thy God. 

13 And when the devil had completed every temptation, 
he departed from him * for a season. 

1 Cor. 10:12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth 
take heed lest he fall. 13 There hath no temptation taken 
you but such as man can bear: but God is faithful, who 
will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; 
but will with the temptation make also the way of escape, 
that ye may be able to endure it. 


1Or, a loaf. *Deut. 8:3. *%Gr., the inhabited earth. 
“The Greek word denotes an act of reverence, whether 
paid to a creature or to the Creator (comp. marginal 
note on Matt. 2:2). 5Gr., wing. ®Psa. 91:11, 12. 
7 Deut. 6:16. *%Or, until. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








in himself is cause enough to keep from presumption. 
What Christ is is cause enough to save from despair. 

Verse 13.—A way, better, the way. The way of 
escape is always the same. The secret of all victory 
is the trusted Christ. The Christian is immune as 
long as he is occupied with his Lord,\but apart from 
Christ he is helpless. Peter walking on the water is 
a picture of the way of victory. He was safe only as 
he was occupied with Jesus (Rom. 8: 33; Zech. 3:2). 
“Who is he that condemneth?” (Cf. Lev. 16:8.) Of 
the two goats one was for Jehovah, signifying God’s 
acceptance of the sin-offering; the other was for Aza- 
zel. This is probably to be understood: as a person, 
being parallel with Jehovah in the preceding clause. 
So Azazel is probably a synonym for ‘Satan. The goat 
for Azazel, the scapegoat, as it is somewhat mislead- 
ingly translated, typifies God’s challenge to Satan (cf. 
Job 1:8; Eph. 3:10). 

Romans 8: 34.—Maketh intercession. 
intercession of the Holy Ghost (v. 26). 


Verse 36.—As it is written. Note the marked dif- 
ference between the context in Psalm 44 and the con- 
text here. The Psalm is a complaint. Paul has 
turned it into a paean of victory. The difference is 
that Paul lived on this side of the resurrection and 
Pentecost, while the Psalmist lived on the other side. 

2 Corinthians 10: 3-5.—This paragraph clearly refers 
not so much to the method of meeting temptation for 
ourselves as to the way of doing God’s work in 
dealing with other people. It is, therefore, a special 
message for the teacher in his dealings with the class. 
We are not to rely on any material means, but only 
on the Spirit of God himself. He it is who alone 
can clothe our words with power, make our discipline 


Compare the 





A valuable lesson sidelight, comparing Israel's 

temptations in the wilderness with those of 

Christ, will be found on page 31 of this issue 
of the Times. 











effective, and help us to avoid attracting our pupils 
to ourselves rather than to the Lord: 


Philippians 4: 11-13.—This paragraph refers to those 
temptations that come to us through the trials of life. 
Material circumstances are in view here, rather than 
temptations in the sphere of conduct. But, at the same 
time, material conditions do in themselves become 
moral tests because we are obliged to react to them in 
one way or another. That very reaction is in itself a 
test of our moral state. Content. This is the only 
occurrence of this word in the whole of the New 
Testament. It signifies a man who is self-contained, 
self-sufficient, — not the self-sufficiency of the unsaved, 
but the self-sufficiency of the man who is wholly trust- 
ing Christ. We as Christian workers need to cultivate 
more of this quality. Paul was one of the most lov- 
ing and sympathetic of men, yet in the last resort he 
did not depend upon the sympathy or understanding of 
his fellows, but upon the Lord. 

Hebrews 2.—Under the old covenant the high priest 
was (1) A member of the nation, (2) Their repre- 
sentative to plead before God on their behalf, (3) 
God’s représentative to instruct the people in the 
things of God (Mal. 2:7), (4) Appointed by God 
and authorized to act in this dual capacity. 

Verse 16—This is an emphatic statement that the 
first great requirement is fulfilled in the Lord Jesus. 
“We _ believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, is God and man. God of the sub- 
stance of the Father begotten before the worlds, and 
man of the substance of his mother born in the world. 
Perfect God and perfect man of a reasonable soul arid 
human flesh subsisting . . . one altogether, not by 
confusion of substance, but by unity of person” 
(Athanastan Creed). As man he has had perfect ex- 
perience of the limitations and temptations of man. 
He has felt in his own person the pressure of human 
need, physical as well as spiritual. He has lived the 
life of faith, dependent in all things upon his Father’s 
will. He has experienced the pain of mortality and 
of sorrow. And over and above all this which is com- 
mon to the human race, he has experienced the agony 
of being made sin for others, though he knew no sin 
(2 Cor. 5:21). As the sufferer he is perfectly equip- 
ped to be the succorer. No man can perfectly enter 
into the needs of another. But what Aaron could not 
well do, Christ does. He has now entered within the 
veil. He has passed through. the heavens (4:14) and 
is in the presence of God as the representative of his 
people. His presence there is the means and guar- 
antee of our security here, 


A Lesson Outline 
1. Forms of temptation: 
(1) Distrust. 
(2) a 
(3) Ease. 
Most temptations can be referred to one or other of 
these categories. 
2. How Christ helps: 
(1) By his prayer,—we.may reckon on that. 
(2) By his presence,—we may recognize that. 
3. Why we may count on Christ to help: 
(1) Because of his character, — merciful, 


fa th- 
ful. 
High Priest. 


(2) Because of his office, — 
(3) Because of his personal experience,— he 
hath suffered. 
Golden Topics 
1. The value of having a mind well stored with 
Scripture. 
2. The wisdom of humility. 
3. Anything less than entire self-surrender is_ sin. 
Love demands this. Logic approves it (Rom. 12:1). 
4. The three tenses of salvation: 
ph Past. From sin’s penalty. Justification (Rom. 
5:9 


(2) Present. From sin’s power. Sanctification 
(Rom. 8: 4). ; , 
(3) teen From sin’s presence. Glorification 


(1 John 3 
All pate ob “included in such a verse as Matthew 
1:21. 


(The Practical Aim 


To teach the pupils the way of victory. This is 
not by trusting to our own resolutions or feelings, but 
simply by being occupied with Jesus. If we are at- 
tending to him we cannot at the same time be attend- 
ing to the Devil. Psychologically considered, you can 
fully attend to only one thing at once. In proportion 
as our attention is taken up with the Lord Jesus we 
shall not have time nor inclination to be taken up with 
anything else. 


te A 


ES 


Lesson for January 30 
Luke 4: 1-13; 1 Corinthians 10:24, 13 


Final Word 
Cleanse me from my sin, Lord, 
Put thy power within, Lord, 
Take me as I am, Lord, 
And make me all thine own. 
Keep me day by day, Lord, 
Underneath thy sway, Lord, 
Make my heart thy palace and thy royal throne, 





Sin shall not have dominion over you, 

Oh, what a glorious message, and it’s true! 
God has said it, it must stand, 
Pass it on, it’s simply grand, 

Sin shall not have dominion ‘over you. 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


W HO is the author of temptation to sin? 
2. How was the Son of God prepared to meet Satan? 
3. Why did our Saviour need to be tempted? 


4.“What do we learn of Satan’s methods of tempting men 
from his temptation of Jesus? 


s. In what sense was the temptation of Jesus like our 
own? 


6. How did he answer each temptation? 
7. What do we learn of Jesus’ way of meeting the tempter? 
8 What do we learn of God’s watch-care over his child 


who is under temptation, from this account of Jesus’ temp- 
tation? 


9. What do we learn of Jesus’ attitude toward his own 
Bible from this record? ~ 


10. What does the Bible show as to Jesus’ resistance of 
the Devil ending with this victory? 


. a1. In what sense does his victory over temptation in- 
sure a victory when we are tempted? 


12, What assurance have we when overtaken by temp- 
tation? 


13. Have we any souftce of temptation other than that 
which Jesus had? 


14. How quickly available is God’s willingness and power 
in the crisis of temptation? 


15. What should our attitude be toward one who has 
yielded to sinful temptation, and why? 


16. How do you explain Genesis 22:1 in the light of James 
1323? 


17. What is to be the Christian’s attitude toward testings? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


Be 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE or THouGHT STIMULUS.— 
Stimulate thinking and research by setting a 
problem for the class to solve. 











HE lesson sets forth the story of the Satanic 

tempting of Jesus, together with the verses in 
Corinthians referring to the fact that temptation is 
a common experience, that God will not suffer us to 
be tempted above what we are able, and that he will 
be faithful in making a way to escape. What is there 
in this to justify the title “The Christian Overcoming 
Temptation”? Christ overcame, but we can scarcely 
argue from this experience that victory will be ours; 
and “a way to escape’ provided by God is not the 
same as our Own overcoming. 

Does our Lord not tell his disciples to pray for de- 
liverance from temptation, which in itself would imply 
no great confidence in their power to overcome it? If 
it took the strength of our Lord to overcome Satan, 
and our adversary is the same, how can we hope to 
conquer the tempter? Is there any Scripture that 
gives assurance that the Christian can overcome temp- 
tation? Is it possible that the expression carries too 
much of confidence in cour eown strength? Does the 
promise of the Lord’s succor to those who are tempted 
carry the implication that they are able to overcome 
temptation? Is it possible that theeendurance of temp- 
tation, upon which a blessing is promistd, carries sim- 
ply the idea of a. passive waiting for that deliver- 
ances that can only come from him who himself hav- 
ing suffered being tempted, “he is able to succor them 
that are tempted”? Are we justified in making the 
word “endure” equivalent to “overcome”? Such ques- 
tions will at least send our class to searching their 
Bibles, and will perhaps bring them to a.new sense of 
dependence upon him who is our strength; meantime 


‘ence upon ourselves, even in so good 
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revealing the source of past defeats to be in a depend- 
C an exercise as 
our ability to quote Scripture. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 


* 
The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


That Very Real Person.—Jesus, full of the Holy 
Spirit, ... being tempted of the‘devil (Luke 4:1, 2). 
The “gooder” you are the more the Devil’s mouth 
waters for you. He is hungry for “goodies”! There 
areea whole lot of people who do not believe in the 
Devil. Well, just let them get religion and go to 
work for the Lord and see how quickly they will dis- 
cover that Mr. Devil is a very real personage. When 
I hear a man or a woman say, “I don’t believe in 
hell,” I ask, “Then you do not believe in the Devil 
either?” ‘No, I do not.” Then comes the next ques- 
tion: “Are you actively engaged in any sort of ef- 
fective, aggressive, religious work?” And they never 
are. They usually turn out to be, if nominal Chris- 
tians, just belongers or pew holders. They do not 
even know just what “rescue. work” is and have not 
been in Sunday-school tor years and rarely open the 
Bible for reading or study. Try it out with the next 
one you meet. I myself did not believe in hell or the 
Devil until I got religion. Satan did not bother with 
me before that. I was not clubbing his apple tree or 
giving him any trouble—so why should he? But 
when_I got busy and began trying to rob his game 
bag and steal away his hands, he went right up in 
the air! If you will find Ephesians 2:2 you will see 
I am not so slangy as you think. Never forget 
our Lord was also a man and he was tested out 
like the rest of us. Down in our mills tank steel is 
rarely taken to the testing laboratory. That is the 
cheapest stuff made; but marine steel, the best product 
of the mills, is bent and flanged and twisted and pulled 
and then put under the microscope. That is the stuff 
that must take you safely across the ocean under great 
pressure. Get the point? 


Watch Your Step.—Let him that thinketh he stand- 
eth take heed lest he fall (1 Cor. 10:12). The Penn- 
sylvania Railroad Company here at the Coatesville 
station had for years the meanest steps ever invented. 
They were of cement and had fluted steel plates on 
the treads. As the place was poorly lighted it was 
hard to see where the treads left off. Yet we never 
heard of anyone’s falling down these miserable steps. 
The reason was we were always afraid we might. 
You generally fall down in winter when you think 
you have not come to or have passed the slippery 
place. This sort of situation is probably what Paul 
had in mind when he gave this advice to his self-suffi- 
cient and over-confident Greeks. When I drop into 
an old-time experience meeting and listen to the tes- 
timonies and some fellow gets up and brags about the 
way he is getting along in his Christian life, I say to 
myself, “Look out, old fellow, or you'll stub your toe 
before you know it.” The song the Christian should 
whistle as he goes is “I need thee every hour.” There 
is a colloquialism that should be in the vocabulary of 
every Christian. It is this: “Watch your step” (Psa. 
37: 23, 24). I think I have told before more than once 
how when we were having a big revival in Coatesville 
and I was most active in it and keyed up to concert 
pitch, I lost my temper. I invited the president of the 
bank to step from behind the counter that I might wipe 
the floor up with him. Of course, I went out and wept 
bitterly, as Peter did. I went to the old squire and 
ate humble pie and apologized. We fell on each other’s 
neck, as it were. The squire, who was not a church 
member, told folks that I was a real Christian and 
remembered my mission Sunday-school at Rock Run 
in his will, The bank clerks who saw me make the 
slip were not interviewed in the matter, but it is not 
hard to guess their reaction. 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
t. January 2.—The Christian a Follower of Jesus 
Mark 1 : 16-20; 2: 13-17; 1 John 2:6 
2, January 9.—The Standard of Christian Living 
Luke 6 : 27-38 
3. January 16.—The Christian’s Use of the Bible ’ 
Deuteronomy 6: 4-9; 2 Timothy 3: 14 17 
4. January 23.—Prayer in the Christian Life 
Mark 1 : 35; 14 : 32-36; Matthew 6 : 9-13 
§. January 30.—The Christian Overcoming Temptation 
Luke 4: 1-13; 1 Corinthians 10 : 12, 13 
6. February 6.—The Practice of Christian Stewardship 
Matthew 25 : 14-30 
7. February 13——Making Our Homes Christian 
b Ephesians 5 : 25 to 6:4 
8. February 20.—Serving In and Through the Church 
Matthew 5 : 13-16; Acts 2: 42-47 
9. February 27.—Making the Community Christian 
(Temperance. Leston.): crscacsesvuesss Galatians 5 : 13-25 


* 35 
The Illustration Round -Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department;. one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents. in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date ot the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 

Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
ma desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


Not a Sufficient Substitute.—And Jesus answered 
him, saying, It is written (Luke 4:4). “We may well 
suppose” is not a sufficient substitute for “Thus saith 
the Lord.”—From William Jennings Bryan. Sent by 
Mrs. W. H. Sim, Holstein, Ont. 


Real Faith in God.—/?t is written (Luke 4:4). A 
blind Chinese beggar, some thirty years old, was con- 
verted and came to live and work in a Christian hos- 
pita}. He was soon learning with great delight to 
read with his finger tips, and had with much persever- 
ance deciphered the first verse of the first chapter of 
the Gospel according to Mark. One night he was 
sorely tempted to do some very wicked thing, and in 
his struggle, he finally realized that it was Satan right 
there in person tempting him. He remembered that ° 
Jesus, in his wilderness temptations, overcame Satan 
with the Word of God, and believed that was the way 
of escape for him. Though he had memorized by the 
“follow mouth” method many whole chapters of the 
Bible, the only verse he could recall in his eagerness 
for a weapon was the one verse he had learned to°read. 
“And,” he said, “though the verse didn’t seem very 
appropriate, Satan ran.”—Sent by Rose A. Huston, 
a leas Iowa. An incident in her work while in 

hina, 


Highly Honored.—All this power will I give thee 
(Luke 4:6). There once existed in Russia a noble 
order of merit which was much coveted by the princes 
and noblesse. It was, however, conferred only on 
peculiar favorites of the czar or distinguished heroes 
of the kingdom. But another. class shared its honor 
in a very questionable form. Those nobles who either 
became a burden to the czar or stood in his way re- 
ceived the decoration only to die. The pin point was 
tipped with poison, and when the order was being 
fastened on the breast by the imperial messenger, the 
flesh of the: person was accidentally pricked. Next 
morning the individual so highly honored with imperial 
favor was dead. Thus Satan offered to confer a bril- 
liant decoration on Christ: as he had done to our first 
parents. “The wages of sin is death.”—From the 
Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Ewell, Surrey, Eng. Prize illustration. 


No Bargain.—All this power will I give thee,... 
if (Luke 4:6, 7). A Public Utilities Company, seek- 
ing a franchise in a large city, sent an unscrupulous 
representative to interview a city official whose vote 
was sorely needed. When the official intimated that 
his vote was not for sale, the representative exclaimed: 
“Think of the money, man! It’s the bargain of a 
lifetime. You'll never have another chance to make 
that much so easily.” “So easily!” replied: the official. 
“Listen, friend! No orie ever yet got a bargain in 
sin. It’s the highest priced thing in the market. You 
tell me that all I have to do is to vote ‘right.’ Well, 
it isn’t. That’s only the beginning of what I’ll have 
to do. I’ll have to carry the consciousness of my dis- 
honesty to the grave. I'll, have to live with a remorse- 
ful conscience. I’ll have to pose before my wife and 
children as some one I know I am not. Don’t tell me 
it’s a bargain.”—From Forward. Sent by William D. 
Combs, Oneida, N. Y. 


Why the Trees Fell.—Wherefore let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall (1 Cor. 10: 
iz). In D. L. Moody’s sermon on Temptation “he 
says: “A friend from Scotland said to me, ‘Some 
time ago, they had a storm that blew down between 
four and five thousand trees on that old estate.’ Do 
you know why? The storm came from an unexpected 
direction. The trees had never had a storm from that 
iad before.”—-Sent by Mary E,. Watson, Hartford, 

onn. 

The Load Limit.—God is faithful, who will not 
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able (1 
Cor. 10:13). Temptation is never unbearable. Have 
you ever noticed those trucks on the railway? You 
see on one truck 5-3-0. What do the figures mean? 
They represent what is called the “load limit” of the 
truck. That truck can carry only five tons, three hun- 
dred weight, and it is dangerous to impose upon it 
any heavier weight. Every man has a “load limit,” 
and He who permits the temptation: will also regulate 
it—From the Northfield Calendar. Sent by Emma C. 
Fisk, Booneville, N. Y. 


The Mother’s Loving Forethought.—Bui will with 
the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may 
be able to bear it (1 Cor. 10:13). While seated in 
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the waiting room, waiting for the. start- 
ing of my train, I observed a party con- 
sist.ng of a gentleman and a lady, two 
little girls, and a nurse.’ When we had 
- taken our places in the train, the nurse 
and the children were seated directly be- 
hind the parents: Very soon the mother 
turned around, took hold of the younger 
child, and gently lifted her on her. lap, 
with his face to: her.own, raised the lit- 
tle girl’s arms and brought them around 
her neck, and placed‘-her own around the 
child’s body, holding her close in embrace. 
Not knowing what was before us, I was 
kept in wonder as to what, these move- 
ments all meant; but as soon as darkness 
covered us, then light flashed out of dark- 
ness, and. 1 understood. “The dear mother 
feared that the child would be frightened 
when the train came to the tunnel, and 
so she took her in her arms; nor did the 
child by a sound or movement show that 
she felt alarm. . That warm, protecting 
embrace killed all fear of evil; how could 
any harm reach her? How could the 
thought of God hiding some beloved sou! 
in time of trouble in his pavilion, in the 
secret of his. presence, be kept from one’s 
reflections ?—From the Canadian Church- 
man. Sent by Rilla Baley, Ovid, N. Y. 


Running Past the Signals.—Will with 
the temptation also make a way to es- 
cape (1 Cor. 10:13). Sometime ago there 
was a serious railroad wreck. In the in- 
vestigation ‘hat followed, the engineer 
testified that he saw the green caution- 
ary signal indicating that the next signal 
would be red, but he added, “We are 
accustomed on fast trains to disregard 
the caution signals and run at full speed 
up to the red, ing it to change at 
the last minute. This time, when I saw 
that it did not change, ‘I tried to stop my 
train but it was too late.” God has hung 
out his signals all along the way that men 
must travel—From Forward. Sent by 
Mary L. Wilson, Maysville, Ky. 


4 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“His grace is enough.” 

“Tt’s just like his great love.” 
“He will hold me fast.” 
“Trust and obey.” 

“Never give up.” 

“He hideth my soul.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 


music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 
“With Childlike Trust” (266 : 1-3). 

Psalm 131: 1, 2 
“Thou Carest for Me” (157 : 1-3). 

Psalm 73 : 22-28 
“Thou Hast Been a Shelter” (127: 1, 3, 4)- 

; Psalm 61 : 1-4. 

“Q Lord, My Saviour” (285 : 1-4). 

Psalm 142: 1-6, 
“My Trust” (68: 1-3). Psalm 31 : 1-8 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee that thou hast met not only 
the problem of our past sins, but that thou 
dost not intend that sin shall have dominion 
over us in the life that we now live. Thou 
art victory, and we rejoice that thou dost not 
leave us to our own devices in the midst of 
the temptations that come fo all of us. May 
our fellowship with thee be so close and 
genuine day by day that temptation may not 
prevail, but that looking unto thee and trust- 
ing thee we may walk in triumph in thy 
power and in the light of thy love. We ask 
this in thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you ever 
turned into a road, and driven along it 
until you came to a “dead end”? There 
are lots of roads like that,—they look 
all right at the beginning, but a little 
farther along you find that there is no 
outlet. Have you sometimes thought that 
temptation is like a road with a “dead 
end”? But it isn’t. Temptation is a 
testing time, and temptations are sure to 
come to all of us, but with every tempta- 
tion there has been provided for us a 
way of escape. “God is faithful, who 
will not suffer you to be tempted above 
that ye are able; but will with the temp- 
tation make alsc the way of escape, that 


r 





ye, may be able to endure it.” The Word 
doés ‘not say that you can -provide a way 
of escape, but says something infinitely 
better than that. Are you trusting Him 
today for victory? What a wonderful 
Saviour we have! Let us-thank him for 
all that he is doing right now for those 
of us who trust him, Let us pray. 





ouNte TEMPTATION 
HE PROVIDES THE ESCAPE 











For Primary Teachers 
By -Mrs.: Eleanor B. Hatton 


Mace to the class the angel’s won- 
derful message of a world’s Saviour 
that we learned about in our Christmas 
lesson, and talk a little while about the 
world’s great need of a Saviour. By the 
first man’s sin, all people had become 
sinners, and at the same time, a power- 
ful, unseen, cruel enemy had gotten into 
the Son’s kingdom, working all sorts of 
harm to the. earth people. 

When the rightful King came to his 
world to. save it, the enemy said in his 
wicked heart, “If I can,only get the Son 
to disobey his Father, as the first man 
did, then I can keep. the kingdom.” But 
the Father put his own Spirit on the Son, 
and sent him to meet the enemy. The 
Son went out intoa lonely part of the coun- 
try, where there were wild animals, and 
he stayed there a long time without eat- 
ing. The enemy knew that he was weak 
and hungry, so he said, “If thou be the 
Son of God, command this stone that 
it be made bread.” Jesus knew that he 
was the-Son of God, but he said that he 
would eat only at his Father’s word: 

The enemy brought the Saviour to 
the roof of the temple, and tried to get 
him. to jump off just to see if his Father 
would send angels to hold him up, and 
keep him from getting hurt. The Son 
did not need to try his Father’s love, and 
he knew that thousands of strong angels 
were watching over him, ready to keep 
him from danger as long as he obeyed his 
Father. So the Master kept in the safe 
place of obedience. 

The enemy knew that the King had 
come into the world to win back his lost 
kingdom by saving his people, and so he 
tried another plan to get. the Son to dis- 





THE SUNDAY. SCHOOL TIMES 


obey the Father. Satan carried earth's 
tightful King up on a high mountain, and’ 
showed him all the kingdoms of the world 


in a moment of time, and said: “All 
this power will I give thee ... if thou 
therefore wilt worship me.” But Jesus 


woulé not have @kingdom under the en- 
emy, and said that he would bow down 
to no one but the true God, his Father. 
He said in tones that must be obeyed: 
“Get thee behind me, Satan,” and the 
enemy had to.slip away beaten. The Son 
had refused to disobey his Father, and 
had won a great victory. 

And now he will help all who are 
tempted because he knows how cruel and 
strong the tempter is. With such a won- 
derful Saviour we do not need to be over- 
come by atiy temptation. 

Sing “Take the name of Jesus with 
you.” 

Ciinton, S. C. 


4 
Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





Hew the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. The tempted. 
2. The tempter. 
3. The Saviour. 








FRE is a lesson every one of us needs, 

and who will say who needs it most? 
Certainly your girls are in the midst of 
daily, hourly temptation, sharp, keen, and 
ever-present to a degree seldom faced by 
any generation of young people. But all 
history, and particularly the Bible rec- 
ords, prove that none are exempt, even 
to the very last of life. It often seems that 
the overwhelming temptation comes when 
one has reached great spiritual heights, 
frequently in the climax hour of some 
great achievement of the soul —always 
when we think we are secure, either from 
holy surroundings or from inward 
strength (1 Cor. 10:12). 
_ 2. Surely all this points to a direct- 
ing mind behind these manifold tempta- 
tions, to a persistent energy and a uni- 
versal plot to involve all mankind in a 
moral fall—to defeat the very plan of 
God in the salvation he has wrought for 
our souls in Christ Jesus. Look this fact 
squarely in the face with your girls. Let 
them notsdeceive themselves into the easy 
view that temptations are merely inward 
“urges,” inherited weaknesses, the result 
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of hard circumstances. All these things 
are tools ‘in his hands who is the master 
tempter, they all: make it easier for us to 
listen to him. But, if words mean any- 
thing, our ‘Lord ‘Jesus met this arch- 
tempter face to face, in the initial hour 
of his ministry, as all our race have met 
him since that hour in Eden when Eve 
fell before him. 

From that first temptation until now 
he succeeds most often when he persuades 
the tempted one to call his temptation 
by some excusing’or “polite” term. He 
persuaded Eve that she was seeking wis- 
dom, a perfectly right thing to do. He 
tried to persuade Jesus that he would 
gain the very end for which he was in 
this world in human’ form by the simple 
act of recognition he was asking of him. 
(Note marginal reading for Luke 4: 
7.) If you can help your girls~to find 
the courage to call their temptations by 
their true names, to see them for what 
they really are, they will have gone far 
toward resisting this great deceiver of 
our hearts. He seldom tempts us with an 
open appeal to do that which he knows 
we recognize as wrong. But we must 
learn his false ways and face honestly 
the thing he tries to draw us into. 

3. But we would certainly fail — what 
with such a. tempter and such multiplied 
leanings toward evil within and so many 
difficulties of environment without — if 
we must meet him alone. Help your girls 
to look off, from themselves, from this 
tempting Devil, from this “hard” world 
about them, to Jesus, the all-sufficient, 
the all-understanding, the all-loving Sav- 
iour from temptation. He only can meet 
such temptations victoriously, but he cat 
do it even in us. Teach your girls this 
glorious truth: “There is no difficulty 
inward or outward which he is not ready 
[able] to meet in me today.” It is either 
our confidence in our own strength or 
our certain knowledge of our own weak- 
ness that defeats us before ever the fight 
begins. A still greater certainty of his 


conquering strength in us will bring vic- 


tory. If ever a lesson had a “golden” 
text, this one has. Be sure to couple with 
it Hebrews 4:15, 16. Here is revealed 
the secret of “the Christian’s overcom- 
ing temptation.” 


Home Study 
Study each account of Jesus’ tempta- 
tion in the wilderness to see just how he 
met Satan. 


Decatur, GA. 
we 


Say, Fellows— 


Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 
How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: The Devil can’t make you 
sin. 

Discussion: Call up the various fac- 
tors,—the senses, the mind, the con- 
science, the natural inclinations, the will, 
the power of God, and the Devil. Look 
them over. 

Objective: “Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you.” 


AY, fellows, the Devil can’t make you 
sin. God has decreed that he cannot. 
He can tempt you to sin, but he cannot 
make you. If you sin, you make your- 
self sin. The Devil, with marvelous clev- 
erness and skill, prepares the temptation 
and presents it to you, and if you fall 
for it, it is because your will is yielded 
to the Devil’s will. Do you ask what is 
the difference? Well, it is this, —and 
it is an important difference, because it 
gives you a foothold to make a fight and 
win the decision: There’s an interval be- 
tween the temptation and the sin. It may 
be-a- very short interval, but it is there, 
and it is sufficient. You sin only after 
the consent of your will has been gained. 
Therefore, the fight is not so much 
around the Devil nor around the tempta- 
tion, but in the sacred, secret chamber 
of the will. Let’s put the slow camera 
on and see deliberately how it works out. 
The Devil approaches with his purpose 
to bring about your downfall. You do 
not see him. He draws near unobserved. 
He may be using a human disguise, or 
he may be using simply his invisible self. 
He places his temptation before you, and 





——smcm hc el Ch SCUCU 


ee a TT — TRESS SS * 


~~ = -s— & 


. > 


eel, oo 2 | 


ve 3S 5 OO a we 


wre ts we 


Ve wa 


eee 











eS 


Lesson for January 30 
Luke 4: 1-43; 1 Corinthians 10:12, 13 


your mind receives the impression through 
the eye, the ear, the nose, the taste, 
or the touch — possibly two or more of 
these senses operating at the same time. 
Upon receiving the impression, the mind 


or another. The will goes into executi 
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mate defeat for you. In fact, one of the 
Devil’s favorite methods is to. make you 
think you can whip him in your own 
strength. 

Then what is a fellow to do? Let’s go 


nd see. In the mind where the impres- 


refers it to the will for action, one way | back to that interval and the slow camera, 


session with. itself. and decides. Tw 
counselors argue the case before the will. 
‘hey are the Conscience and the Naturai 
Inclination.. The conscience pleads not 
to yield.. The natural inclination urges 
a surrender. Then the will decides. 
Sometimes itis a long fought. battle; 
sometimes quickly over. Action then fol- 
lows the decision of the will. 

Thus you see, fellows, your will is the 
determining factor, whether you sin or 
do not sin. Therefore, let.us take a close 
up view of the will. It is a strong thing, 
normally —a very stubborn thing, with 
great resisting power. In one fellow it 
may be found stronger than in another. 
Some wills are found to be weak through 
continually being beaten and overpowered. 
The will may lose all its resistance, The 
Devil does not bother about these — they 
flop back and forth with every little 
breeze of desire. But even the strongest 
wills are no match for the Devil. It is 
useless for a fellow to talk about going 
straight by sheer will power. Start that 
program and you become a shining mark 
for the Devil’s subtlest shafts, with ulti- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





Soye Movern TEMPTATIONS 


-~ Prov. 23: 3/+33. 
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sion is made there are shelves for a ref- 
erence library. Store those shelves with 
God’s Word. Remember the mind also 
is a servant of the will. Your will is 
yielded to Jesus Christ. You acknowl- 
edge him to be your master. But the 
temptation comes, and the will must make 
a fresh decision. Now have your mind 
instructed to send along a passage from 
God’s Word for the use of the will when- 
ever an impression is sent in to the will 
for decision. Suppose you have this pas- 
sage stored up on the reference shelf of 
the mind right now: “There hath no 
temptation taken you but such as is com- 
mon to man: but God is faithful, who 
will not suffer you to be tempted above 
that ye are able; but will with the temp- 
tation also make a way to escape, that ye 
may be able to bear it” (1 Cor. 10: 13). 
That is a good start. Get those shelves 
filled up with God’s commands, and the 
promises of his presence, his power, his 
shield, his buckler. Get a passage for 
every sin that does so easily beset you and 
store it up for ready use, not forgetting to 
surrender your will afresh to God in daily 
prayer, and as each temptation comes. — 

Now, fellows, this is just what Jesus 
did. Do you not see the process working 
as the Devil used his subtle arts upon our 
Lord there in the wilderness? The Devil 
tempted him through his sense of hearing 
and of hunger. Jesus quoted God’s Word 
to the Devil. The Devil tempted him 
through the eyes, and again Jesus used 
God’s Word. Finally the Devil gave up, 
for a time, and went away. Then angels 
ag and ministered to Jesus (Matt. 4: 
TE). 

You cannot improve on Jesus’ method 
of overcoming temptation, fellows, and 
you cannot fight sin without his power 
in your will and his Word in your heart. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
ie 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
"(On the Lesson of January 23) , 

x. Personal. 

2. See Romans 1: 18-21. 

3. The example of the Lord, and the model 
prayer that he gave. 

4. It is natural to express what we think 
and feel, and the Christian certainly will 
have thoughts and feelings which go God- 
ward. One special reason for this is the fact 
of the indwelling Spirit of God, who him- 
self “maketh intercession for us.” 

s. “Our Father which art in heaven.” 

6. As we accept Jesus Christ as our Saviour 
(John 1: 12). 

7. God’s name, his kingdom, and his will. 

8. See Luke 18:1. 

9. See Matthew 6 : 6. 

10. See Luke 20 : 47; 6: 12. ; 

ir. See Luke 18: 10-14 and Matthew §: 23, 
24 and Luke 22: 42. . . 

12, See Matthew 17:20, 21 

13. True prayer is more than.petition, it in- 
volves adoration of God, confession of sin, 
thanksgiving, intercession, and appropriation. 

14. All that we need (Phil. 4: 19). 

15. Hebrews 4: 16. 

16. Upon: the work of our great High Priest 
(Heb. 4: 14, 15). 

17. We must ask in Christ’s name (John 14: 
14); we must have no known, unconfessed sin 
(Psa. 66:18); we must be abiding in Christ 
(John 15:7); we must ask according to God’s 
will (1 John 5:14, 15); we must believe we 
have the request (Matt. 21 : 22). 

18, Because it furnishes the only reliable 
revelation of God, his person, his will, his 
attributes, his works. Without the Bible; the 
Christian cannot truly worship and meditate 
upon God; he cannot rightly interpret God’s 
will; he cannot ask aright; his faith will lack 
the strength that comes from knowledge and 
nourishment of the Word. 


You will find it helpful to- consult Mr. 
Howard’s valuable little book, “Tempta- 
tion” in your study of this lesson (The 
Sunday School Times Co., Philadelphia, 





75 cents, postage 5 cents). 


Have You Joined. the S. S. T. | ing enrollment. To all such the Editor 
Radio Bible Class? will be glad to send a numbered Certifi- 

: cate of Membership, containing the Radio 

N TUESDAY . evenings at. 7.30} Class Scripture passage and list of les- 
o'clock, Eastern. Standard Time, The | sons. 
Sunday School: Times broadcasts _ the 
teaching of the . International Uniform 
Sunday School Lessons for the First 
Quarter of 1927. The lesson is being 
taught each week (D. V.) by the Editor, 
Charles Gallaudet. Trumbull, and_ is 
broadcast from Station. WRAX, wave 
length 268 meters, 500 watts, of Berachah 
Church; 1608 West: Alleghesy Avenue, 
Philadelphia. 

Letters or post cards from those lis- 
tening in are cordially invited, to be ad- 
dressed to Radio. Class,. The Sunday HURSDAY morning, being very warm, 
School Times, 103r Walnut Street, Phila- the post office door of the “Post- 
delphia. office town” was left open and about nine 

All. who would like to be enrolled as | o’clock in walked Jack. He knew where 
members of The Sunday School Times | Mr. McMurrick had his desk, and though 
Radio Bible Class are asked to send. name | the girl in the front office screamed as 
and address to. the Times, indicating | Jack, wet, muddy, his shoulder dripping 
whether Mr., Mrs., or Miss, and request-! blood, came in, the dog heeded her not 
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Just Dogs 
By E. Ryerson Young 








Motion Pictures 


—for religious instruction, 
and entertainment 





ATHE offers a selection of reverent and beautiful motion 
pictures that may safely be booked by any religious 
institution. These cman provide authoritative re- 

ligious instruction in a fascinating and easily remembered 
manner. They are especially valuable in Sunday-school work. 
Pathe service is national. The following and other re- 
ligious subjects may be obtained from a branch located con- 
veniently near you. All prints are in good condition. 


| A Pilgrimage to Palestine; a series of 20 one reel pictures ; 
a graphic presentation of the Holy Land as it is now, an 
was in the days of Christ. 


The Twenty-third Psalm; one reel; a natural illustration 
of the Psalm of Psalms through the day’s life of a 
shepherd in Palestine. 


The Prodigal Son; one reel; a natural illustration of the 
well-known parable. 





Also many Pictorial Clubs pictures not here listed, and 
many excellent recreational pictures. 


MAIL THE COUPON BELOW FOR FULL INFORMATION 


PATHE 
Exchange, Inc.;S. cy. 


35 West 45th Street 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 


aeeeeeess COUPON .weeeeees 


PATHE EXCHANGE, Inc., S.C. T. 
35 West 45th Street, New York, N. Y. 


GENTLEMEN : Please send me the com- 
plete catalogue describing all Pathe pic- 
tures suitable for religious groups. 
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Would you like to travel at our expense? 





At least you will want to know all about this rare opportunity that may mean 

the fulfillment of ‘4 life long wish. Fill out and pss at once the convenient i 

application blank. Ps 
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directed to this worthy enterprise and 
its attfactive goal. 


be enrolled as one of t¢! contest 
penn he ay ieeiccen = oud to be Py 0: 
thing is to get started promply. *Vour leisure moments, time that you 
hy 9 might otherwise waste, can be profitably 


proud 
U7 (A CASH PRIZE FOR EVERY CONTESTANT) 


- The mary cash pri amost ive and uni 

feature of the contest. Every contestant will be reward- 
ed. No waiting for all returns to be announced. The 
awarding of cash prizes begins the day you become 
an active contestant, and they continue cumula 
tively right upto the close of the contest. You simply 















VIA-LENS PUBLICATIONS, One West Forty Seventh St., New York 
Please send me full detgils about the Holy Land FREE TRIP CONTEST. 








; roust let us reveal the secret to you immediately. You 363 
—_—_ are in no way obligated by sending for the infor- ——~ 
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Increase Your Income 














A Life Annuity Contract of the Moody Bible In- 


stitute pays a: guaranteed income for the life of 


the annuitant. 


The rate is based on the age of 


the one making the investmené and varies from 


4 to II percent. 


If you are fifty years of age or 


over, you are entitled to 6 percent or better. 


The incomewill be paid annually or semi-annually 
as desired. No matter how long you may live the 
income is guaranteed, You may also provide fora 
survivor through this form of investment. In such 
a case the rate would be based on the ages of the 
two involved and continue as long as either 
should live. Write for our Life Annuity Circular, 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Box $13 





153 Institute Place, Chicago, Illinois 











FREE 


A copy of “‘ The Baffled Rabbi.’ The greatest 
court room witness.for our Lord Jesus Christ 
in many years. Sent FREE. 


Christian Witness to Israel, Inc. 
521 West 179th St., New York City 














AWhole Year for $1.00! 
rHeE [ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: “There is 
no other I like as well.’’ Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 





IEREE Book icr'cnxe' ror CHICKS} 





ts of Poultry Rais- 
Gives spo "tohatsh Secre . . eed chicks 


I tohateh, 
pe soy smon. ves id ai 


ah MILLER CO., Box 98, 








Sample Tract Packets, 5c, 
10c, 25e. the backsiidden and erring! 
COLPORTAGE ASS’N, 812 N. LaSalle St., Chicago 
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Earn $18 to $60 a week RETOUCHING 
photos. Men or women, o selling or can- 
vassing. We teach you, guarantee employment 
K OUTFIT FREE. 
‘CRAFT STUDIOS 
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The World’s Unrest 


Visions of the Dawn 


By CHRISTABEL PANKHURST 


A significant study and analysis of world 
conditions pointing to the imminent return ot 


Christ, 

$2; postage, 15c. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, : “ Philadelphia 


In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertiséd in this papery- 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the ad- 
vertisement in The Sunday School Times. 








but went on to Mr. McMurrick, laid his 
billet at his feet, wagged his tail in a 
friendly way, and sank exhausted to the 
floor. 

Mr. McMurrick seized the roll, cut the 
strings, and found the letter. He read 
it quickly, sprang to his feet and, seizing 
his hat, shouted: 

“Here; some one, feed this dog. He 
must be starving. He's had a great run. 
It’s our good old dog Jack back again, 
and he has done another great deed, I’m 
thinking. Look well to him while I go 
and see the mayor.” 

Glancing at the prostrate form on the 
floor,,as he passed Jack, he noticed the 
blood. 

“Better call in the doctor, too,” he 
added. “Jack is bleeding badly.” 

Then he hurried out of the post office 
and over to see the mayor. 

“Read this,” said McMurrick, putting 
the letter in the mayor’s hands. “Jack 
has brought this letter to us. He has 
done a tremendous thing. It is up to us 
now to do our part. But what can we 
do?” 

“Do!” exclaimed the mayor, now thor- 
oughly roused. “We can make the wires 
sing. We can wake his supers up and 
keep the wires hot until they are on Col- 
man’s trail and his shack is full of doc- 
tors and nurses and alt the other help 
he wants.” 

And so saying, the mayor hastened to 
the telegraph office with the postmaster 
following hard after him, 

All day Monday, after Jack had left, 
Colman was restless; now hoping that 
Jack would somehow find some help and 
then, when the afternoon passed and no 
one came, giving away to despair. 

Tuesday morning Colman talked to 
Shep and tried to make him carry a let- 
ter. Shep took the. billet in his mouth 
and ran to the top of the hill, Where 
Jack turned westward, he, too, plunged 
into the woods. Colman thought the dogs 
bereft of their senses. But Shep was 
simply following on Jack’s trail. He, 
however, soon came back, soaked and 
muddy, and with no letter in his mouth. 
The trail had heen too hard for him. 
After this second failure to make the 
dogs carry his call for help, Colman gave 
up. He cooked for himself some bacon, 
nibbled it and some biscuits and then 
threw himself on his bed. He never 
knew what he did on Wednesday. 

About noon, Thursday, some people 
came rushing to the shack. They were 
met with prompt opposition by. the dogs. 
Dane and Shep seemed to be particularly 
determined that’ no one should approach 
Colman without his command. However, 
the steward of the near-by appointment 
arrived ‘and the dogs»seemed to know 
him and heed him. . He’ sticceeded in 


’ Chaining up the dogs and then the helpers 





went into the shack. They found Col- 
man in a raging fever, oblivious to all 
around him. How long he had been that 
way, they did not know. The meal bag 
was pulled over on the floor and the dogs 
had fed themselves on dry meal and thus 
had not starved. 

When the doctor arrived he ariel 
Colman to be taken away to the hospital 
in the railway town, the local steward 
promising to look after the dogs and 
things. 

When Mr. McMurrick called for help 
for Jack, Mrs. McMurrick and two men 
appeared. The good, kind-hearted lady 
was distressed to see how Jack lay on 
the floor, just like one dead. She has- 
tened to get some milk and scraps. 

The men soon had the. doctor on the 
spot. He examined the wound carefully. 

“Too bad, too bad, Jack,” said the doc- 
tor, “to be shot like a thief or a ma- 
rauder when you were just coming home.” 

“He carried a letter to Mr. McMurrick 
that his master was sick or dying away 
in the woods,” said the office girl. 

“You blessed old hero,” declared the 
doctor, with renewed enthusiasm, “up to 
your gallant old tricks, eh! Well, we'll 
see what we can do for you; but this is 
no place for nursing or operations.” 

But Jack was unable to move. The 
men got a horse-blanket and carried Jack 
to the doctor’s stable. The veterinary 
surgeon was found and the two doctors 
cleansed Jack’s wound, gave him an an- 
esthetic and hunted for the bullet. They 
found it flattened against his shoulder 
blade. 

“Some grit,” exclaimed the doctor ; “for 
Jack to run with that thing at his bones.” 

“And the loss of blood,” replied the 
vet. “This does not look good for the 
gallant fellow.” 

The report that Jack had come back 
to the town, with rumors of another noble 
deed, spread quickly and many people 
were soon standing around the doctor’s 
stable, seeking for the latest word. 

The news of Jack penetrated even into 
the sick. rooms of the town. In one 
lay Louis La Fraric.. He had had a long 
illness. When he heard that Jack had 
come back, sick and under strict orders 
as he was, he got up, found his clothes 
and came over to see Jack. 

With his wound sewed up, bandaged 
and dressed, Jack had been removed from 
the tool bench that had served the doc- 
tors as an operating table, and had been 
placed in one of the stalls.- Here a deep 
bed of straw, with a new horse-blanket 
over it, made him comfortable. 

Louis pushed his way through the by- 
standers and threw himself on the dog. 
With his arms around the dog’s neck, he 
criéd: : 

“Jack, my Jack, come back to Louie.” 

“See here,” said the doctor, sternly, 
“what does this mean, Louis? Yow should 
be in your bed.” 

“Louie go to bed, eh! All right, Louie 
then make hees bed here right by hees 
good dog, Jack, see!” declared the French- 
Canadian. “Louie never leave Jack 
again.” 

But Jack was too sick to even move 
his tail. Louis took his place at his 
side, his self-constituted nurse and guard- 
ian, and not even the doctor could send 
Louis away, back to his bed. But it was 
not to be for long. The loss of blood 
had been too great and the strain upon 
the noble heart had been too severe. Jack 
just recovered enough to look into 
Louis’ eyes and to wag his tail, when his 
old trainer talked to him and crooned his 
songs to him. Louis carried out the or- 
ders of the doctors most assiduously and 
did everything in his power to coax Jack 
to take nourishment. But after two days, 
Jack closed his eyes on this world, a 
world that he had done his level best to 
serve and brighten. Louis clung to him 
broken-hearted. 

“There’s a manle tree at the corner of 
our Memorial Park,” said the mayor, 
“and at the foot of that tree Jack shall 
be buried.” 

“There couldn’t be a better choice of a 
place,” declared Mr. McMurrick. “And 
we shall: place a little tablet over his 
grave. We'll write*Mr. Colman that we 
havé raised’ the money for a tablet and 
wish to know what inscription he would 





like placed upon it.” 
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The afternoon that Jack was buried 
the town gave itself a voluntary holiday. 
The burial of no town magnate ever drew 
a larger attendance. Even the pound- 
keeper’s wife was there and when twitted 
of her outspoken antipathy of Jack, ab- 
solved. herself by saying: “Oh, well, as 
dogs go, Jack was some dog.” 

The scarlet velvet-covered coffin was 
lowered into its place at the foot of the 
maple tree and the people stayed patiently 
by until the grave was filled in and the 
sods _ replaced. 

The mayor spoke of the noble dog and 
recounted ‘some of his gallant deeds. 

“Jack may be only a dog,” concluded 
the mayor, “but his record shows that he 
had it in him, when his life was harnessed 
and given direction, to be of great service 
and blessing to the world. How much 
more should our human lives be made to 
count! Let Jack’s life be an inspiration 
to us’ all; let us see that in loyalty, serv- 
ice, and sacrifice, we are not put to shame 
by a dog.” 

The mayor wrote to Colman as he had 
promised and, after making kindly in- 
quiries after the young’ missionary’s 
health, told him of the death of Jack, the 
tributes paid to him and that money+had 
been subscribed for a memorial tablet, 
requesting him to state what he wished 
inscribed upon that tablet. 

The matron of the hospital wrote for 
Colman. She said that the fever was 
taking its course, but that he showed every 
sign of making a good recovery; that he 
was also deeply touched at their kindness 
to his heroic and sacrificing dog and was 
sure that whatever they put upon the tab- 
let would please him. 

During the summer, on a cement foun- 
dation, a metal tablet was sunk in Jack’s 
grave and on the tablet was inscribed: 


Here Lies THE Bopy oF 
Jack, 
Just a Dos, 
But sy His Prowess, 
FAITHFULNESS, AND ‘SACRIFICE, 
MeEn’s Lives WERE SAVED. 





Note.—These thrilling stories of adventure 
by dog-train in the Hudson Bay country, as 
told by E. Ryerson Young, are now available 
in attractive book form. “Just Dogs” is the 
title of the book, and it contains many in- 
cidents not included in the series appearing 
in the Times. It may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, Philadelphia, at 
$1.25, postage 10 cents. 


Che Danday School Times 
Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries, 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50, 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and 
the single subscription, $2.25 a year. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus so cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or 
in a package to one address, $2 each per year. 


The Sunday School Times Co.; Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 














Lesson for January 30 - 
Luke 4: 1-13; 1 Corinthians 10:12, 13 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





February 6. Interdenominational Fellowship 
Through Christian Endeavor. Eph, 4: 1-6, 
(Christian Endeavor Day.) 

February 13. Expressing the Missionary Spirit. 
Matt. 9 : 35-38. 

February 20. Our. Duty as Christian Citizens. 
Isa. 62 : 6-12. 

February 27. Practicing World Brotherhood. 
‘Mark 3 : 31-35; Rev. 7:9, 10. 





Sunday, January 30 


How Show Loyalty to Our Church? 
(Rom, 12 : 3-13). (Denominational 
Day. Beginning Christian En- 
deavor Week.) 





Mon.—By church attendance (Psa. 84: 
1-12). 

Tues.—Loyal service (1 Tim. 4 : 9-16). 

Wed.—Christian humility (1 Pet. 5 : 1-7). 

Thurs.—Helpers of missions (Phil. 4: 
10-19). ; 

Fri.—Abounding benevolence (Rom. 12 : 13). 

Sat.—Co-operation (1 Cor. 3 : 1-10). ; 











What does our denomination ask of us? 
How may we use our church to serve the 
world? 


How can we support our church’s missions? 


T IS said that a nine-year-old boy once 

stood on the steps of a church building 
with his sister. Work had been given 
his father; food and coal had been sent 
to his home. The old threadbare clothing 
worn by the boy and his sister had been 
replaced by complete outfits, new and be- 
coming. The coat transformed the boy. 
It warmed him to the heart. 

“Say,” he said, “what would become of 
us if there wasn’t no church here?” 

His face lighted up and he laid his 
newly mittened hand lovingly down on 
the brown stone. . 

“When I get big,” he said, looking over 
at his sister, “I’ll build one down on 
Street, where there ain’t none.” 

While perhaps few of cus have really 
come to know the value of the Church of 
Christ in the same way that boy had 
found it, truly we can say with him, 
“What would become of us if there were 
no church?” The Church of Christ, as 
we know it in its divided denominational- 
ism, has had many shortcomings. Many 
are the sins that must be rightly laid at 
her door, and yet in spite of this we 
cannot conceive where the world would 
be today if it were ngt for the Church of 
Christ. However dimly, she has kept 
alive the spark of the true Gospel. Many 
times it has flared up into glorious flame, 
and although there is much we would de-, 
sire to see in herp yet nevertheless we can 
truly thank God that he has preserved 
her and kept her. 





The Bible speaks of her as the bride of 
Christ, and tells us that he is coming 
again to receive her unto himself. Truly 
then, we cannot but be loyal to that which 
he chooses to bless and use. : 

God’s picture of the Church as given 
in our Scripture lesson and also as pointed 
out in 1 Corinthians 12 is that of a liv- 
ing body having many members, an or- 
ganism, not an organization. Every be- 
liever on the Lord Jesus Christ is a mem- 
ber of that body, his Church, and he 
himself is the head. 

The great lesson for us is, of course, 
that we, as members: of Christ’s body, are 
to be controlled and operated by him. 
But there is another great lesson here. 
One member of the body cannot work ef- 
fectively at cross purposes to another 
member, and when one member fails or 
comes. short it affects the whole body (1 
Cor. 12:26). We cannot afford then to 
hold ourselves aloof from the Church of 
Christ, and we owe it to the whole cause 
of Christ to unite with a church that 
stands true to his Word and holds to 
the fundamentals of thé faith once for 
all delivered wnto the saints. 


ve 
In the Church we will find our highest 
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and best associations. It is through the 
true Church and her consecrated pastors 
that we come largely into the best teach- 
ing and instruction in the Word and in 
Christian life. 

We owe to the Church our loyal finan- 
cial support because of her stand for 
what is right and best in the community, 
and because through her organized ef- 
forts can we bést accomplish those benev- 
olent and charitable acts for which the 


Church of Christ _ always stood, 


support and loyalty because of her mis- 
sionary program and all that it means in 


We owe the Church of Christ our 





the world today. Although it is unfor- 
tunately true that in many denominational 
mission boards there are some who are 
compromising with Modernism, or who 
are openly departing from the wholé Gos- 
pel, yet side by side with them are many 
true and staunch defenders of the faith, 
laboring tirelessly and wnceasingly for 
the Lord Jesus Christ in the difficult, far- 
away places. To withhold our support 
would mean untold hardship and suffer- 
ing for them and the abandonment of 
many stations. 

Rather is not this situation a challenge 
to greater prayer on the part of God’s 
children that the Church of Christ may 





“Tr 


be cleansed from all compromise and un- 
faithfulness and be brought out into the 
— light of his will and purpose for 
er. 
we 


What does my church ask of me? 
How am I responding? 


What may be my share in supporting fora 
eign missions? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
4 - 
The Sunday School Times’ books pepe 


petuate the weekly message. A catalogue 
sent on request. 











Doubt if You Must 







—~ but here's 
my guarantee / 


New Hair For You in 30 Days 


~or I Pay All Costs / 


RE you skeptical about hair treat- 
ment? Do you laugh at claims 
to banish dandruff—stop falling 

hair—grow new, healthy hair ? Are you 
really beginning to doubt that anything 
in the world can save you from baldness? 

Allright! Doubt if you will. I don’t 
blame you! But will you do his for me? 
Will you giveme a chance 40 remove 
your doubts? Will you let me prove my 
scientific treatment can grow new hair 
without risking a cent of your money? 
I don’t care how fast your hair is fall- 
ing out! I don’t care how many ex. 
pensive treatments you 


roots are not dead—but merely dormant, 
temporarily asleep. Ordinary methods 
fail because they treat only the surface 
skin, not the roots. 


You can’t make hair grow by massag- 
ing the scalp with an ordinary tonic any 
more than you can make a tree grow by 
rubbing the bark with growing fluid. 
You must get to the very roots them- 
selves. You must stimulate action and 
life by stimulating the dormant roots 
that contain the life. 


And that’s what my system does. It 
wakes up the cells that have been sleep- 
ing and inactive. It gives them the 
nourishment they need and stimulates 
hair growth. My system gets rightdown 

into the roots,right down to 





have tried unsuccessfully ! 


EVIDENCE! 


the cause of the trouble and 


I don’t care how skeptical | Hair Coming Back | 5°°* eens Sarreen aP- 


proaching baldness in a 


you are right now! Here’s | “Having used your Ther. | scientific, sure way. The 


mocap ‘lreatment for 30 
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Dandruff Leaves Entirely 


**T want to tell you how 


Already my method has 


And what’s more you | wonderful your treatment | given new hair to hundreds 
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My Secrt! 
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my head. hair have been astonished 
at the rapidity with which 
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has restored it to new life and health, 
tAnd I am so downright positive that it 
will do the same for you that I am en- 
tirely willing to let you try my system 
for 30 days at my risk. Then if you are 
not more than delighted with the new 
growth of hair produced, just tell me 
so. Tellme my system has not done 
what I said it would. And the 30-day 
trial won't cost you a cent. 


Mail Coupon for Free Booklet 


There are a few cases of loss of hair that nothing in 
the world can help. But since I’ ve grown hair for so 
many hundreds of others, isn’t my method worth find- 
ing out about—isn’t it worth trying for 30 days with- 
out risking a penny? 

Don’t be a Doubting Thomas ! No matter how thin 
your hair isnow—no matter how many other methods 
you have tried without results, just send for the 32- 
page book telling about this new, scientific way of 
growing hair. You’ll find in it, besides a complete ex- 
planation of my_ method, scores of reports from 
others which will be an indication of what this treat- 
ment may mean to you. Just fill in and mail the 
coupon below—NOW { Allied Merke Institute, Inc., 
Dept. 1681, 512 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 


tia ge! a agar aes ste pce head adr ih aah ads 
Allied Merke Institute, Inc., 

Dept. 1681,512 Fifth Avenue, 

New York City. 

Please send me in plain wrapper with- 
out cost or obligation a copy of your 
book, ‘‘ The New Way to Grow Hair,”’ 
describing the Merke System. 
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A Postcard =i." 


Torrey’s Famous Vest-Pocket Hetp 


GIST OF LESSONS 1927 FREE 


OT DOWN the names (a postcard will do) of 12 or 
more Sunday School teachers or oificers of your 
acquaintance, and we will send you an introduc- 
tory copy of Torrey’s Gist of the (International) 
Lessons 1927, Adsolutely free and postpaid. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK 


AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn,N.Y. 


At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray-for This Work of Faith 





























Church Furniture 
Globecraft -Sbops 


Since 1876 

Fine church furniture, miéderately priced. Tell 

us your needs. fore you buy—compare 
Globe Furniture Mtg. Co. . 

23 Park Place — ‘ortbyille, Mich. 





























BRONZETABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9). 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


Real Need in the Ozark Mountains 


Many of the folks in the rural districts of the Ozark 

Mountains are much in need of clothing for these com- 

ing months. All sorts of clothing that could help to keep 
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Rev. W. J. DAVIS, Ozark, Franklin Co., Ark. 











For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


“Watch and Pray Always” 


NE who “soldiered” in France dur- 

ing the World War writes as fol- 
lows: “Ail through the four years of 
war there was not a moment, by day or 
by night, when some one was not watch- 
ing. And our watching did not cease with 
sunset. Indeed, eur vigilance was re- 
doubled in the hours of darkness.” (Oh, 
if this were only true of the Church, and 
of individual members of Clirist’s body !) 
“We would then record the ‘flashes’ of 
the guns by different means; and would 
keep sending up ‘flares,’ so that the men 
of the enemy’s ranks would not be able 
to creep over in a raid without our ob- 
servation.” 

And this was one of the means by 
which the World War was won; whereas 
the lack of watchfulness is one of the 
reasons why a far greater war goes 
against many a Christian “warrior” — in 
profession a soldier, in practice a sleeper. 
Christ said, “Watch... and pray always” 
(Luke: 21:36). May this week’s read- 
ings help to put us renewedly on our 
guard against our arch enemy and his in- 
numerable hosts. 


January 24 to 30 
Mon.—Luke 4: 1-13, The Temptation of Jesus. 


God tests; the Devil tempts. God’s 
purpose is good (to make moral proof 
of); the Devil’s is evil (to encompass 
moral downfall). In the light of these 
statements read Matthew 4:1. Satan at- 
tempted to find one vulnerable spot in 
Christ’s nature, but failed. What comfort 
that this same morally invulnerable Christ 
is our Protector ! 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Jesus’ first 
temptation was to the bodily appetites; 
his second, to worldly rule; his third, to 
spiritual ambition.” He triumphed “in all 
points,” and through suffering was “made 
perfect” and became the Author of our 
salvation. Pray that these precious truths 
may be fully comprehended and blessedly 
appropriated. 

Tues.—1 Corinthians 10 : 1-13. 
Escaping Temptation. 

The way of escape (see Prov. 18: 10) 
from temptation’s power is open only to 
those who are overtaken by temptation, 
not to those who deliberately run into it. 
A notable example of each was Joseph 
(Gen. 39) and David (2 Sam. 11). Verse 
12 teaches the necessity of constant 
watchfulness; and verse 14, of instant 
separation from evil. 

Prayer Succestions: “Temptation 
successfully, resisted is strength gtoriously 
added.” But it can be successfully re- 
sisted only through Christ. Pray for all 
who are sorely tempted to evil, but be 


‘1 careful to pray in love and sympathy and 


not in condemnation. How few seem to 
have the Spirit of Christ in this respect! 


Wed.—Proverbs 1 : 16-19. 
Withstanding Temptation. 


The way to “withstand” is to “consent 
not” to sinners (v. 10) and to “walk not” 
with them (v.15). Even the look in sin’s 
direction may prove fatal. It surely will 
if it is a longing look. “Remember Lot’s 
wife.” “My son”; oh, the affection and 
solicitude in that term! Have you ever 
heard it? Or spoken it? 

PrAYER Succestions: Not many par- 
ents fully realise the temptations to which 
their own children are subject. Many 
would stand aghast if they knew. Sin ts 
everywhere. Pray that parents and 
teachers may cultivate @ more confiding 
and holy intimacy on the part of those 
committed to their care. - 


Thurs.—Mark 14 ; 32-42. 
Prayer and Temptation. 
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inclination to yield to bodily weariness 
in the face of duty constitutes temptation, 
and the yielding to that inclination con- 
stitutes “entering into” temptation. Fail- 
ure to “watch and pray” makes yielding 
easy; and “yielding,” says the old hymn, 
“is sin.” 

PRAYER SuGcEsTIoNS: Pray that the 
results of last weck’s winter Victorious 
Life Conference in Philadelphia may be 
blessedly permanent. Pray for all who 
attended, and that many ,may be enabled 
to attend the summer conferences at Kes- 
wick, N. J., and in other centers through- 
out the country. 

Fri.—Ephesians 6 : 10-20. 
Fortifying Against Temptation. 

To fully “put on Christ” is to fully put 
on the Word of God (Matt. 4: 4-10), 
and therefore to put on the “whole armour 
of God” with its several indispensable 
pieces. Says Scofield: “Christ defeated 
Satan by a means open to his humblest 
follower, the intelligent use of the Word 
of God.” “Put on,” then “pray always,” 
and “watch.” 

PRAYER Svuccestions: Pray for the 
Founder’s Week Conference of the Moody 
Bible Institute to be held next weck in 
Chicago. Pray that the spirit of prayer 
and of evangelism may be all that ts 
hoped, and even more. Pray much for this 


Bible training schools. 
Sat.—Daniel 1: 8-16. Daniel’s Victory. 


In the eyes of the prince of the eunuchs, 
man loomed large; in Daniel’s eyes, God 
loomed large. The former feared the 
king; the latter, the King of kings, and 
acted accordingly. And Daniel was not 
only sustained, but finally became a 
greater prince than the prince of the eu- 
nuchs (2:48). (See 1 Sam. 2: 3-9.) 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
who are subjected to temptations in busi- 
ness, in socicty, or in publie- office. “Many 
men have fallen and worshiped the Devil 
for a corner lot, for a few votes, for a 
little social recognition, or for some petty 
political position.” 





Institute and its students, and for all} 


(Lesson tor Jan. 30) JANUARY 15, 1927 


Sun.—Romans 8 : 31-39. Christ Our Intercessor, 

God is “for us” (v. 31) if we are for 
him. And “if God be for us,” his Son 
is “far us” (v. 34), and his Spirit is “for 
us” (vs. 26, 27); his angels are “over us” 
(Psa. 91: 11), and “round about” us (Psa. 
34:7), and “with us” (2 Kings 6: 16, 
17) ; and-we are indeed “more than con- 


querors through him” (v. 37). Happy 
our lot! 
Prayer SUGGESTIONS: Pray against 


every form of compromise with the flesh 
or with sin of any kind. To blunt the 
conscience at .some “trivial point” ts to 
grieve the Spirit of God, and to open the 
way to-easter yielding to larger tempta- 
tions. “The wages of sin,’ even of 
“harmless” sin, “is death,” “Flee youth- 
ful lusts,’ and au lusts. 
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THE PERRY PICTURES 

“Reproductions of the World’s 

Great Paintings. Size, 54%x8, 
Postpaid. 


TWO CENTS EACH for25 or move 
Send 50 cents tor 25 Art 
Subjects or 25 on Life of 
Christ. Notwo alike. 

Beautiful 64-page Catalogue 
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BIBLE COLLEGE AT HOME (2""i. Sivic, 
Public Speakiny, Exegesis, Sermon’ Building, etc, 
Roding to graduation. Announcements. Write Prof. 
C. J. Burton, Bible University, Eugene, 
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Bible Society. 








“Lest yé yield ‘to bodily weariness when 
ye should be watehing with me.” - The 





‘You need only 700 


to receive a fixed 
return for life / 
'$100—-$500—$1000 or $100,000 can be celal 


with-equal safety and assurance of a permanent, fixed 
income for life in the Annuity Bonds of the American 


For over 50 years the Society has issued bonds, return- 
ing as high as 9% according toage of annuitant, without 
alossto a single investor, with payments made promptly 
haif-yearly, with no trouble whatsoever on the part of 
the annuitant. 


Just send for the booklet, read the’ interesting 
story of this remarkable Christian enterprise, 
buy a bond, and that's all! 
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